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PREFACE. 



Thx extraordinary progress which has 
of late years been made in almost ever j 
branch of general knowledge, has ne- 
cessarilj created a spirit of investiga^ 
tion and enquiry, which perhaps never 
existed at any former period. It is not 
a little to the credit of the presentgener 
ration that it should have taken advan* 
tage of the tranquillity which generally 
prevails, to explore countries, and pe^ 
netrate into regions,hitherto considered 
impervious and unattainable. Nor is 
it only tlie North Pole, or the interior 
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of Asia and Africa, to which modern 
researches have been successfully di- 
rected. Even in the districts best 
knovm to us, much remained to be ex- 
amined and learnt, and in none more 
than in those countries vrhich the genius 
and achievements of antiquity have 
immortalized. 

But to no portion of the ancient 
world has the attention of modern tra- 
vellers been directed with greater zeal 
than to Egypt. Though it cannot be 
denied that that country is not so 
strongly bound to us by the tie of early 
association ; that every spot has not its 
recollections, nor every stone its history: 
yet the perfection, the number, and, 
above all, the stupendous grandeur of 
the ruins which remain to attest its an- 
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cient magnificence, create sensations 
of wonder and admiration not to be 
excited elsewhere. Nor is it less a 
matter of curiosity and surprise that, 
by meanisof the sculpture and painting, 
which every where abound, we are let 
into an intimate acquaintance with the 
domestic economy of a people who had 
fallen off from their splendour before 
authentic records begin; and whose 
history is only known to us through 
a fabulous or confessedly doubtful 

medium. 

Notwithstanding, however, the mine 
of antiquarian riches which is to bfe 
found in Upper Egypt, the Pyramids, 
till within these very few years, were 
considered the " Ultima Thule'' of the 
most ambitious travellers : and though 
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one or two bold adventurers had suc- 
ceeded in penetrating as far as the con^- 
fines of Nubia, this could only be done 
at certain farourable opportunities, 
and even then was attended with no 
slight degree of difficulty and danger. 

But ev^its have of late occurred 
materially to alter the state of that ill** 
fated country. Since the distracted 
tyranny of the Mameluke Beys, has 
been replaced by the sturdy despotism 
of the Turkish Pashas, the gov^emment 
has assumed a degree of strength and 
security almost unknown before : the 
consequence is, that not only have the 
fellahs* been reduced to a state of per- 
fect subordination ; but even the Ber- 

♦ The population of Egypt, who are not Turks, are 
called in general fellahs- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PBEFACE. IX 

bers of Nubia^ who join Egypt on the 
South, and the wandering Arabs, who 
long infested its borders on the West, 
hare been rendered tributary and de« 
pendant. 

It was under these favourable cir« 
cumstances that I landed in that coun- 
try at the end of the year 1818, pre- 
paratory to a general tour of the Turk- 
ish dominions ; and the Oases having 
been represented to me as objects of 
curiosity, which might probably now 
be investigated with safety and success, 
I had contemplated, if not actually 
determined upon, a journey to them, 
previous to my arrival in Egypt 
Though I have treated the subject at 
some length hereafter, it may not be 
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improper to say a few words here as to 
their number and situation. 

The Oases have been generally sup- 
posed both by antient and modern 
geographers to be three in number, 
nor am I aware that this opinion had 
ever been controverted before. The 
most northern is that of Siwah, which 
has been explored by Messrs. Browne 
and Horneman ; and though they were 
disappointed with the extent of the 
ruins, they found, yet from the accounts 
in ancient authors, and more especially 
from recent discoveries made there by 
the agents of Mr. Bankes, there is little 
room to doubt that this was the site of 
the celebrated temple of Jupiter Am- 
mon. The second, the Oasis Parva of 
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geographers had been variously laid 
down, but its locality appears to have 
been determined by Mr. Bekoni, 
though he visited it under the impres- 
sion that here might have been the 
temple above mentioned. The third, 
the Oasis Magna, was well known to 
commence about the latitude of 
Thebes ; and, as it is the first stage for 
caravans which travel between Egypt 
and the interior of Africa, a few Eu- 
ropeans had before passed through it, 
and among others, Browne in his jour- 
ney to Dar PAr. It is however re- 
markable, that neither he, nor any 
traveller who preceded him, knew of 
three very beautiful temples, and a 
singular necropolis or mummy town 
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which lie scarodiy out of the route. 
These magnificent ruins vre viaited 
about eight months after M« Caillaud 
first found them out, and to the best 
of my belief, no account of th^n has 
yet been published*. It remained to 
us to discover a fourth Oasis lying to 
the westward of that last mentioned ; 
the existence of which, if suspected, 
had never been previously ascertained* 
The narrative contained in the fol- 
lowing pages, comprises a journey of 
near six hundred miles, and is nearly 
a transcript of a diary kept in commoQ 

♦ The work of the French Institute, containing the 
Journal* of Messrs, Cailliaud and Drovetti hard beeif 
published since this was written. I have made sonoe 
supplementary remarks upon their statements at the 
end of this book. 
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with my fellow-travelfers* To one of 
them the Reverend Robert MasEtar/I 
am indebted for some of the sketches 
Tfhfeh embellish this work, and I can 
most willingly vouch for their iaith- 
fulness and accuracy. Hie plans were 
drawn from measurements made by us 
with a graduated Kne i but as to the 
maps I can only answer for their giving 
a general idea of tibe country thjrougk 
which we passed. As we had not the 
means of taking observations, tbej 
are merely laid down from calculations 
derived from comparing the camefs 
march with the points of the compass, 
and by conferring our own remarks 
with information obtained from the 
natives. 
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In order effectually to prove our 
claim to the discovery of the farther 
Oasis, I have brought together all I 
have been able to find respecting these 
interesting spots ; the accounts of an- 
cient and Arabic authors, -the reports 
of travellers, and the various systems 
of geographers who have treated upon 
them. I have but to add, that the mi- 
jiute detail I have entered into respect- 
ing the Bedouins, can only be justified 
by the curiosity generally excited by 
the manners and cua;toms of the No- 
made tribes ; and if any other portion 
of this narrative appears- brief and su- 
perficial, I must plead, as an excuse, 
that our notes were taken without the 
remotest view to publication. I sin- 
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cerelj hope, however, that the little 
information I have had the means of 
communicating, may turn the attention 
of future travellers to objects of curi- 
osity, which will well repay the little 
trouble they may encounter in their 
journey to them, and that we may 
hereafter receive the results of a fuller 
and more perfect investigation* 
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Page Sif fine t fhmr the bottom of the page, /or fntoliathi, 

read in Latin. 
— 37, line ii,ybr I have mentioned, read I hsve mentioned 

above. 
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ERRATUM. 



Page 132.— Four lines from the bottom in the note, for 
Cmperor read Emperors. 

Preface, page xii. Note, three lines from the bottom, for 
" have been" read << has been," 

met and autumnal monttis, our progress. 
wa& so slow, that in three weeks we had 
not advanced above one third of the distance 
even to the lower cataracts at Assouan. 

I had been strongly recommended to visit 
if possible the Oases in the desert of Upper 
Egypt, of which so little had hitherto been 
known, and Mr« Belzoni, whom we met on 

B 
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On the 14th of January 1819, I left Cairo, 
accompanied by my friends Messrs. Hogh-. 
ton and Master, and having made an ex- 
cursion to the pyramids, we joined our boat 
at Bedrieshiem near the ruins of Memphis, 
for the purpose of proceeding southwards* 

Having unfortunately arrived in Egypt 
too late to avail ourselves of the north wind 
which generally prevails during the sum-, 
mer and autumnal months, our progress 
was so slow, that in three weeks we had 
not advanced above one third of the distance 
even to the lower cataracts at Assouan. 

I had been strongly recommended to visit 
if possible the Oases in the desert of Upper 
Egypt, of which so little had hitherto been 
known, and Mr. Belzoni, whom we met on 
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the Nile, very much encouraged this under- 
taking. He informed us they were supposed 
to be two in number, and that M. Cailliaud 
had about eight months before reached one 
of them, in which he had discovered some 
very interesting remains of antiquity. The 
other he believed had never been investi- 
gated, but he understood that M. Drovetti 
had, or was about to make the attempt. 

The tranquil state of the country and, 
above all, the prospect of exploring a dis* 
trict hitherto unknown, made us enter very 
warmly into the idea, and determined us 
to put our purpose into execution as soon 
as possible. Belzoni advised our commenc* 
ing our journey from Esne, as the governor 
of that place would be very ready to afford 
us every assistance : but on our arrival at 
Siout on the 7th of February, being in^ 
formed that M. Drovetti had set out for the 
Oases from hence three days before, we 
resolved to lose no time in following him. 

Siout stands ^dbout a mile from the rives 
on the left bank, and probably occupies the 
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site of the ancient Lycopolis* It makeft a 
good appearance at a distance, and is bettei^ 
built than is usual in this country, though 
the houses are mostly, if not all, of mud. 
A tolerable palace has lately been erected 
here by Ibrahim Pasha, son to Mohammed 
Ali Pasha of Egypt, and a new mosque 
with its minaret is not inelegant. This 
town is considered as the capital of Upper 
Egypt, and though the exact period of its 
foundation cannot now be ascertained, it is 
clear that it has long been a place of emi« 
nenee since Abd-Allatif, who made a census 
for the sultan Melek Alaschief Shuban, 
in the year of the Hegira777. (A.D, 1376), 
among the provinces mentions that of 
Gsyout. 

The present governor, whose name has 
escaped my nlemory, is Deftar-dar Bey, or 
Minister of Finance, and has a very ex- 
tended jurisdiction. He is a fine looking 
man of about forty, and is son-in-law to 
Mohammed Ali. The honour of this con- 
• B 2 
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nexion^ however, brings with it some incon- 
veniences, as he is in consequence not al- 
lowed to avaU himself of the Mohammedan 
privilege oif Polygamy* : neither is it con- 
sistent with etiquette that the Pasha's 
daughter should leave the capital, so that 
he paya her an annual visit at Cairo* 

On presenting to him a letter we had 
brought from the Kaija Bey t, and inform- 
ing him of our proposed expedition, he 
received us very civilly, declared himself 
willing^ to serve us, and giving us a letter 
to the shehk of the Bedouins, requested 
we would let him hear of our safe return. 

We were detained the whole of the 8th 

* The same custom is observed at Constantinople. 
Whenever one of the princesses is given by the sultan 
in marriage to a favourite grandee, she still retains all 
the attributes of royalty ; exerting despotic authority 
over her husband, and never accompanying him when 
he leaves the capital. He likewise is prohibited mar- 
rying another wife as long as she lives. 

f The Kaija Bey is the Pasha's Lieutenant, through 
whose haa4s almost all the* details of government pass. 
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at Siout in making preparations for our 
journey, and in the evening witnessed a 
very interesting sight. 

A boat arrived with hadgis or pilgrims 
from Mecca. Nothing could exceed the 
transport with which they were received. 
Crowds flocked down to the shore to wel- 
come them home, and a multitude of wo- 
men veiled stood above repeating, in a 
warbling manner, the syllable al, al, al„ 
which is their cry of joy, ul, ul, ul,* being 
that of mourning. They all pressed round 
each pilgrim as he landed ; the men warmly 
embracing him, the women^ unless nearly 
related, only kissing his garment. After a 
few minutes spent in congratulations, the 
pilgrims mounted asses which had beea 
brought down for them to the shore, and 
proceeded to the town, accompanied by the 
whole assemblage, testifying their joy with 
the most lively acclamations. I have seldom 
been present at a more animated or agree- 
able scene. 

The following morning we set out on our 
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journey; the baggage packed cfa three 
camels, and ourselves mounted on asses. 
These latter animals, though smaller even 
than those in England, and very slightly 
made, possess in this genial climate as- 
tonishing strength and vigour, and I have 
frequently rode one a whole day, my feet 
nearly if not quite touching the ground, 
without its showing the slightest appearance 
of fatigue. 

Befdre our departure we put on the Ma- 
meluke dresses we had provided ourselves 
with at Cairo, but though this was strongly 
recommended to us, we found afterwards 
there was not the least occasion for so doing. 

Our costume consisted of a cloth jacket 
reaching to the hips, the sleeves terminating 
just below the elbow j a coarse silk waist- 
coat with long open sleeves extending be- 
yond the extremities of the fingers, and but* 
toning up close round the neck, leaving 
the throat bare ; an immense pair of cloth 
trowsers, red slippers, and a turban of white 
muslin. A turkish sabre w^ slung across 
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our shmilder, and round the waist we wore 
a Mecca shawl resembling the Cashmere^ 
but of a coarser quality, within which we 
carried a dagger. This, with the addition of 
a brace of pistols hanging under the left 
arm, completes the dress worn by the Mame- 
lukes, and is also that of the Turkish ca- 
valry. 

After riding four or five hours in a north 
westerly direction, we reached Beniali about 
three o'clock, and proceeded to the house 
of the shehk* Daoud Waffee. We found 
him sitting within the porch of his house 
surrounded by a few of his people, and some 
pilgrims from Barbary. After the first salu* 

• In Egypt every village, and among the Bedouins 
each tribe has its shehk or chief, who is vested with a 
considerable degree of authority. Saints or Santons 
are called likewisf^ in Arabic shehks. There are many 
of these partially, if not entirely insane, who by ex- 
posing themselves in a state of nudity, gain a great cha- 
racter for sanctity, and are supposed to be especially 
protected by Heaven. They subsist upon charity, and 
at their death buildings like small mosques are erected 
over 4heir tombs, and held in great veneration. 

7 
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tations, coffee was brought Iround, which wasr 
followed by a repast of bread, honey, and 
sour cheese, placed on a small copper taUei 
round which we sat on the ground. The 
shehk spoke much of the mutual friendship* 
subsisting between the English and Be* 
douins, during our war in the country, and 
expressed his high respect for our nation. 
On reading the Deftar-dar Bey's letter, he 
promised to procure whatever would be re-^ 
quisite for our journey, but hinted the ne- 
cessity of our riding camels, as be feared 
he should be unable to provide us with 
horses. We then presented him with a watch 
we had purchased at Siout, manufactured in 
England, but expressly for the Turkish mar- 
kets With this he appeared highly delighted, 
and insisted on our sleeping in his house, an 
invitation we of course readily accepted. 

Towards the evening we went to see the 
shehk's horses, which were tethered in k 
large open plain. None of them appeared 
fine, being of the Egyptian breed, which is 
heavy, and quite unlike the Arab. From 
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his nephew, who accompanied ud, we learnt 
a little of our host's history. 

Shehk X)aoud Waffee, is acknowledged 
chief of that portion of the Ababd6 tribe 
of Eedouins^ which inhabits the African 
border of Egypt His father, Abou Wafiee» 
p<^sessed a thousand black slaves, and, be^ 
sides fourteen villages which actually don 
pended upon him, several more were glad to 
purchase his protection, by a regular tri- 
bute. During the last war he took part 
with the Mamelukes and English, and had 
occasionally the means of afibrding us es** 
sential service, particularly at the blockade 
of Alexandria by the Turks in I8O7, when 
his Arabs supplied our array with provisions. 
The war, together with the treachery of a 
black slave, to whom Abou had entrustf^d 
large sums, conspired to ruin him, and he 
left little except his rank to his son. Such» 
however, is the feodal attachment of the Be- 
douins to their shehks, that Daoud Waffee, 
though possessed of no real power, is still 
looked up to as their chief, and all nego* 
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tiations with the government are carried on 
through him. 

On our return, we found that shehk Ha- 
met who commanded a neighbouring camp, 
had arrived during our absence, and Daoud 
informing us that it was with him we were 
to make our final arrangements, we thought 
it advisable to conciliate his good-will by 
giving him also a watch* 

Supper was shortly after introduced, 
which was laid out in the same manner as 
the preceding meal* It consisted of a large 
pillaf of rice dressed with oil, and mixed 
when eaten with honey ; a joint of mutton ; 
five or six more dishes of boiled and stewed 
meat j and a chicken in broth. Our host tore 
up the larg^ pieces with his fingers, and dis- 
tributed them round, giving us those he con- 
sidered best. We sat down first with a few 
of the principal persons, and were replaced 
by the inferior and servants ; when they 
were satisfied, whoever passed by, was called 
in till the whole was consumed. Both be- 
fore and after supper, water for our hands 
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was brought round by a black slave> as all 
had eaten promiscuously with their fingers, 
though wooden spoons were used for the 
rice. When all the guests, except Hamet 
md ourselves, were gone, we were much 
amused with a hint Daoud gave us to pro* 
duce some beverage more potent than water* 
As he could not with decency ask directly 
for it, he begged we would not scruple to 
drink any thing we might have with us* 
This at first we declined doing, out of re- 
spect to his^ religious prejudices, supposing 
he meant it only as a compliment; but, upon 
his pressing it, we brought out a bottle of 
brandy, which proved of great service to 
us, and had the happiest effect upon him 
possible. By the timd he had drank five oi? 
six glasses, we were the dearest friends he 
had, and as he conceived riding camels 
would fatigue us, he promised us horses, 
notwithstanding he had before pronounced 
it impossible to procure them. When we 
retired for the night he came into our apart* 
ment, which, like the rest of the house, 
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was built of mud, to see that we wanted 
nothing, and sitting down for a few minutes 
appeared much pleased with our portable 
beds. 

We met next morning at breakfast, 
which was composed of very good bread, 
pancakes, meat, omelette, and dates. Soon 
after we took leave of our hospitable friend. 
At parting, he expressed great regret at 
, not being able himself to accompany us to 
the Oases, but requested us to write down 
our names, that in case of his visiting Eng- 
land, which he much wished to do, from 
the reception Mohammed Elfy Bey met 
with, about twenty years before, he might 
know to whom to apply : he likewise urged 
us to call on him on our return, and to re- 
commend any of our countrymen who 
pased that way to do the same. 

In about two hours, escorted by shehk 
Hamet, we reached the Bedouin camp, and 
pitched our tent close to his in the middle 
of a field of rich pasture. The remainder 
of the day was occupied in bargaining with 
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the Arabs, and, after much discussion, it 
was finally settled that we should have six 
men to attend us, each providing a horse 
at the rate of a hundred piastres*, and two 
camels at seventy a-piece. The hc^ses were 
for our three selves, two servants, and in* 
terpreter; and though our baggage was by 
no means heavy, twelve camels were consi- 
dered necessary in order to carry water suf- 
ficient for so many through the desert. 

After sun-set Hamet invited us to sup 
with him, and in the evening entertained 
US with a concert The musicians were 
three Dervishes, one of whom beat time on 
a tambourine with the fingers of one hand 
and the palm of the other, whilst they all 

* The Pasha of Egypt is, I believe, the only one 
who enjoys the privilege of regulating his own cur- 
rency. The gold he receives from Constantinople, 
but the silver he coins himself. His narrow policy 
has tempted him perpetually and arbitrarily to alt^r 
the standard, much to the inconvenience and detri- 
ment of commerce* At the time I am speaking of, 
ten piastres were equivalent to a Spanish dollar, but 
their value k constantly fluctuating. 
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joined in singing, or rather howling a most 
discordant monotonous ditty. 

Feb. 11th.— Our guides not being in rea- 
diness, we occupied this morning in wan* 
dering about the camp, and observing the 
peculiarities of the extraordinary people we 
were amongst. It was impossible not to be 
forcibly struck with the scene around us. 
The manners of the Bedouins of the nine- 
teenth century differ but little from those 
of the immediate descendants of Ishmael, 
and we were now witnesses to the pri- 
mitive simplicity of the patriarchal ages ; 
which, through a period of near four thou* 
sand years, has, by means of this singular 
race, been handed down to us unimpaired. 

The whole encampment consisted of four 
hundred families, and was dispersed about 
some rich meadows on the border of the 
desert. Three tents belonged to Hamet, 
in one of which were the women. Forty 
camels, three horses, with a considerable 
number of cows, sheep, and goats com- 
posed his stock, which were all, excepting 
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the camels^ brought close round hia dtirel* 
ling at night* The Bedouins value most 
highly the female camels and mares. Five 
hundred piastres are frequently given for 
the former, and^ as the Egyptian breed of 
horses is very heavy, and more strong than 
active, the genuine Arabian is considered 
invaluable. They are extremely rare, and 
when of pure extraction, are estimated as 
high as fifteen thousand piastres; a sum Be« 
douins are seldom likely to possess. 

I was much surprised at their mode of 
treatment of a young camel. As soon as it 
was bom they squeezed and struck its legs 
most unmercifully against the ground foir 
some minutes. At first, I conceived this 
violence arose from disappointment at some 
defect or deformity, and that they would 
infallibly kill it; but it appeared they treated 
it thus roughly, merely for the purpose of 
rendering the joints supple; and in a very 
short time the anim^ was able to stand, 
and receive nutriment from the mother^ 
When two or three months old the flesh is 
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said to be good^ ^nd the milk of the female 
is very nutritious and palatable. 

Lord Bacon has observed^ ** that he 
that travelleth into a country before he hath 
some entrance into the language, goeth to 
school, and not to travel." This ignorance 
is common to nearly every European who 
visits Egypt, or the Levant. The gram- 
matical Arabic differs so materially from the 
colloquial, that even should they previously 
have studied it, few have either time or 
inclination to remain in these countries long 
enough to acquire a facility in conversing : 
an inconvenience which is most sensibly felt 
by all travellers, and sufficiently accounts 
for the mistakes frequently found in their 
journals. Nor does the assistance of an in- 
terpreter essentially obviate this difficulty. 
It is certainly true that good ones are to 
be found j but, for the most part, any na- 
tive or resident who has acquired a smat- 
tering of French, or the lingua Franca, 
the Levantine Italian, considers hijnself per- 
fectly qualified to undertake the important 
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ahd lucrative office of dragoman^. Ours 
at this period was a Cypriot by birth, of the 
name of Luigi Giorgio He was conver- 
sant enough with the common dialect of 
Egypt, but was not a little puzzled with 
its occasional differences with that of the 
Bedouins ; and, from the few words we had 
been able to pick up, we more than once 
detected him, either ignorantly or wilfuUy, 
giving a wrong interpretation. Added to 
this, he was so eminently deficient in French, 
the language in which he chose to make his 
communications to us, that we constantly 
experienced much difficulty in understand- 
ing him. The consequence is, I feel much 
diffidence in vouching for the correctness 
of information obtained through such a 
medium. 

The rigorous power of the Pasha has re- 
duced these wandering tribes to a state of 
dependance. By virtue of an agreement, 
they are retained in his service as irregular 

* Dragomano is the Venetian corruption of the 
Turkish word Tergiman which signifies interpreter. 
C 
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I 



troops ; and Shekh Hamet who commands 
400 families, receives annually 85,000 pias^ 
tres to distribute among them# The Be* 
douins, who inhabit villages, pay regular 
tribute, but those who have na fixed resi- 
dence, and live in tents, remove from the 
desert when the inundation of the Nile sub- 
sides, to the bwders of Egypt, where they 
rent certain portions of corn-land, at the 
rate, I was informed, of a tenth of the pro« 
duce. From the extreme luxuriance of the 
soO, they are allowed the free use of pas- 
turage. 

The characteristic dress of the Bedouins 
is a Bernooz or white Barbary cloak, thrown 
across the shoulder, which, forming a sort 
of hood, is bound close to the head by a 
dark-coloured shawl. Under this they wear 
nothing but a shirt, fastened round the waist 
by a leathern belt, and their arms are a 
gun, or matchlock, and a brace of long pis^ 
tols. Their domestic furniture is the simplest 
possible, allowing them to decamp at a few 
minutes' notice ; and, when on a march» 
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diey carry the women on camels, in a 
wooden machine resembling panniers. 

We had frequent t^portunities during 
our journey of seeing the Bedouin mode of 
attack, which our guides were in the habit 
of practising for exerdse and amusement* 
It ccmsists in riding at the enemy at full 
speed; firing Hieii gun, or pistols; wheel* 
ing round; loading them again; and then 
returning to the charge. This is performed 
with wonderful agility, and the perfect com- 
mand they have over their horses enabled 
them to execute their manoeuvres with the 
greatest nicety and predsion. The curb 
they use is a ring of ircm, attached to the 
bit, which is so severe, that the horses are 
easily checked or even stopped vrhea at the 
utmost extent of their sqpeed : and on the 
banks of the Jordan I saw an Arab drop 
tiie end of a long spear on the ground, and 
retaining hold of it in the middle with his 
right hand, wheel round it without ever 
slackening his pace. 

Our preparations being completed, we set 
c2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



20 JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

out at five o'clock in the afternoon of the 
1 1th. Sbekh Hamet accompanied us as far 
as the confines of the desert, which we short- 
ly reached, and. then took his leave. As 
we: gradually lost sight of the Nile, and 
its luxuriant banks, a new world seemed to 
open to our. view. Nothing was to be seen 
but avast immeasurable plain of sand, ex- 
tending itself in all directions, over which 
the eye searched in vain an object to rest 
upon. The hardihood which Horace* 
ascribes to the earliest navigator, might 
with equal truth be applied to. those who 
first ventured to explore these inhospitable 
tracts. Though we were following a regu- 
lar line of communication, there was some- 
thing awful, I might almost say, in the sen- 
sation, that we had now, as it were, passed 
the bounds Nature had marked. to the ha- 
bitable portion of the earth. Not a vestige 

♦ lUi robur et aes triplex 

Circa pectus erat, qui fragilein truci 
Commisit pelago ratem 
Primus.*—. Hob, lib* !• Od. S. 
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of cultivation, nor even a blade of grass, 
were to be seen, and, except the carcases 
of camels which lined our path at no great 
intervals for the whole extent of our course, 
there was nothing to remind us that this 
route was ever frequented. It was impos- 
sible, too, not to feel some degree of anxiety 
with respect to the result of our expedition. 
Our guides, though not numerous enough 
themselves to molest, might easily have 
betrayed or deserted us ; and our distrust 
was the less unreasonable, from the experi- 
ence of modem travellers having done 
much towards destroying the opinion of 
the incorruptible fidelity of the Arab tribes. 
Our suspicions, however, proved ground- 
less. We found no cause to complain of 
our companions, except their pilfering a few 
small articles of no value ; and in the in- 
habited spots we were received with a 
degree of hospitality rarely met with in 
more civilized parts of the world. 

It is rather singular, that, until our arri- 
val at the first Oasis, we could not discover 
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to which we were bound. Ev^iy account 
we obtained, both before we set out» and 
from our guides on the way, was so vague, 
that we could form no idea either of the 
distance or situation : and having no maps 
to direct us, we were kept in continual 
uncertainty. 

At nine t)*clock we pitched our tents for 
the night,' and the baggage being collected 
close round us» our servants thought it ex- 
pedient to watch : a precaution we found 
unnecessary, and ever afterwards discon- 
tinued. 

The four following days we continued 
our journey uninterruptedly. As it was not 
adyisable to leave the baggage at any dis- 
tance, we were never able to exceed a foot- 
space, which added materially to the fatigue 
and ennui o£ a daily march of thirteen 
hours. 

It has been asserted that the camePs 
pace never varies, but this is by no means 
the case. When fresh in the morning, or 
approaching a place where they expect tQ 
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find water, they quicken their steps con- 
sidendbly, and flag in proportion when wea^ 
ried. To judge, from walking by their side, 
we calculated that three miles an hour in 
a short journey, and something less in k 
longer one, was a fair average, as our 
camels were but lightly laden. Nor is the 
common idea correct that they only roar 
when overladen : they do so whenever any 
burden is put upon them ; but if they feel 
it too heavy, they wUl frequently not rise 
from their knees till part is removed. 
Though occasionally vicious, they are for 
the most part gentle and docile, except 
about the month of May, when they are 
very unmanageable. The power of enduring 
fatigue, with which this wonderful animal 
is endued, has not been overrated. Our 
Bedouins assured us that they not unusually 
travel with them, even when heaviest laden, 
eighteen hours out of the twenty-four, and 
that for several days together. Their fa- 
culty also of abstaining from drinking, 
much exceeds what I had imagined, for,, on 
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this occasion, nearly seventy hours elapsed 
from the time they started to their arrival 
at the first well. In their food they are not 
much less abstemious ; a small proportion 
of chopped straw, and beans, or sometimes 
barley, was all that was givi^ to them 
daily. 

The general appearance of the desert, 
when we first entered it, was, as I mentioned 
^above, that of a vast and level plain j but 
as we proceeded we found greater variety 
of surface, and in some places hills even of 
considerable magnitude. The rock of which 
the desert is composed, for the most part is 
impregnated with iron, and, in many places, 
exhibits visible traces of the agency of fire. 
The sand is usually of a very fine sub- 
stance, though sometimes assuming the con- 
sistency of gravel, and is rarely deep, except 
when drifted. 

On the I5th, about noon, we passed for 
some distance among hillocks, resembling 
artificial heaps. They seem exactly to cor- 
respond with those Belzoni describes in hisf 
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journey to the more northern Oasis, and 
which, he imagines, are the tombs of Cam- 
byses's army : but I have little doubt of 
their being natural, as they are found all 
over the desert. 

We frequently saw coveys of partridges'^ 
as far even as seventy or eighty miles from 
water and cultivation. They are of a dingy 
sand colour, and, it is worthy of remark, 
that both here, and in the desert of Suez, 
several species of animals, reptiles, and in- 
sects, such as hares, lizards, ants, &c., have 
this peculiarity. The effect appears to be 
similar to that which has been observed 
in very northern regions, where animals and 
birds become, during the Winter months, 
white or gray. 

The superstition of the Arabs has been 

* Probably the Perdix ^gyptiaca, which the Jesuit 
Missionary calls Quatha ; for, he says, the real par- 
tridge is only found near the monastery of St. Anthony, 
on the borders of the Red Sea. 

Lettres Edifiantes, Vol. VI. p. 120. 
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Dften I'emarked, and we saw a curious spe- 
cimen of it. Our attention was attracted 
by a laige heap of cordage collected to- 
gether; and, on enquiry, were informed 
that it covered atomb which was considered 
sacred. A driver, formerly travelling this 
way during summer, with five camels, had 
the misfortune to see them all drop down 
dead, the last at this place* Upon that, he 
became a recluse, and, fixing his residence 
here, was provided by each caravan, as it 
passed, with dates, rice, and water, for his 
sustenance. After his death, being consi- 
dered a saint, he was oddly enough ac- 
counted the preserver of camels. For some 
time the Caravans continued their usual 
contributions j finding, however, at length, 
iliat this holy person's appetite had declined, 
they omitted doing so ; but, whenever a 
camel dies, they make a point of offering 
hiiii all its cordage and fodder, which on 
no account do they ever allow to be touched. 
There is, in consequence, a great accumu- 
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lation ; for as unfortunately the saint's in*^ 
fluence is not very powerful^ numbers <£ 
them perish during the hot season* 

We now b^an to experience serious in* 
convenience from the want of water* The 
perpetual shaking soon caused that we had 
brought with us to imbibe a rancid taste» 
from the goat-skins in which it was carried^ 
but even this was nearly exhausted, and 
though we had more than once obtained a 
small supply from caravans we met, we had 
no longer any to give our horses, and scarce, 
enough for ourselves. It was necessary on 
this account that we should make a forced 
march, in order that we might reach our 
first point of destination as soon as possible* 
After travelling, therefore, the whole day, 
we rested a few hours in our clothes, and at 
midnight again set out. 

About two o'clock the following morning, 
Feb. I6th, we observed our guides lighting 
their matcMocks, and assuming an unusual 
degree of precaution. It appeared we were 
approaching a pass where a party of them 
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was last year attacked, and cut to pieces by 
some Mograbin Bedouins. This spot was 
a narrow dell, into which we descended by 
a path somewhat precipitous. Our Arabs 
took the lead, and we followed one by one* 
The broad lights and shades reflected by the 
moon on the broken surface of the rocks, 
added to the dead silence which pi^vailed 
as our caravan wound slowly down into the 
defile, rendered the scene striking apd pic- 
. turesque* 

To our infinite joy towards eight o'clock 
we perceived in the distance some scatter* 
ed palm trees } and, in the course of an 
hour, found ourselves at the first village in 
the farther Oasis, called Bellata. Here we 
pitched our tents, and were not sorry to en-* 
joy some repose after our fatigue, having 
been on horseback twenty hours out of the 
last twenty-six. Our course, from the time 
we entered the desert, had been nearly due 
south-west, and as we had occupied sixty- 
four hours on our march from the Bedouin 
camp to this place, we calculated we had 
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travelledabout a hundred and seventy-eight 
English miles. 

The geography of these remote districts 
is not easy, to be understood from the am- 
biguous usage of the Greek word Oasis, 
which is synonimous with the Arabic El 
Ouah, or El Wah,,and is evidently derived 
from the same source* The original mean- 
ing is clearly defined, as implying a culti- 
vated spot in< a desert ; but the difficulty 
turns upon Oasis being frequently used in 
the singular number, to signify indiscrimi- 
nately either one^ or a coUection^ of these 
islands. The Oasis Magna and Parva, for 
instance, are both composed of a certain 
number, of spots, yet many authors speak of 
them as if there were but one in each,, and 
among others Ptolemy, when laying down 
their latitude. The Arabic geographers 
have giveu the name of El Wahat to that 
portion of the desert within which all the 
Wahs were supposed to lie ; and Major 
Rennell, in his work on the Geography of 
Herodotus, computes it to extend 350 mil^s 
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from North to South, and 150 from East to 
West. 

Strabo resembles the north of Africa to a 
leopard's skin, being covered with spots o£ 
cultivation, andStephanus Byzantinus* ap- 
plies the same term to one of the Oases 
taken in the collective sense. This compari- 
son particularly agrees with the appearance 
of the country we had just arrived at, which 
is that of a plain, dotted about with a few 
insulated tracts of rich and wooded culti- 
vation. 

It is curious to observe the contradictory 
0{mH0ns of different authors respecting the 
general character of the Oases. Helxxlotus, 
in describing that which the army of Cam* 
byses reached in their march against the 
Ammonians, says, that that region is called 
" Maxu§m vtitroi^* or Islands of the Blest; 
an expression which D'Anville prudently 

* Stephanns Byzantinus was a learned Grammarian 
of the 5th century, who tau^ at Constantinqple, 
and was author of a Geographical Dictionary, of which 
we have an abridgement^ made by Herroolaus in the 
reign of Justinian. 
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considers, ** un trait de I'imagination des 
Grecs/' On the other hand, Saint Athana- 
sius, speaking of them as places of banish- 
ment, complains of ** the Arians having ex* 
ceeded the Emperor's orders, in exiling old 
men and bishops to places unfrequented and 
inspiring horror j for some were sent f5rom 
Libya to the Great Oasis, and others from 
the Thebaid to that of Jupiter Ammon." 
Zosimus* and Zonarast mention their de- 
solate state, and Abulfedat, though he al- 

* Zosimus wrote six books of the History of the 
Emperors, in the reign of Theodosius the younger, 
about A. D, 410. The fire first and part of the last 
are remaining* 

•{- Zonaras has left Annals to the death of the Em- 
peror Alexius Comnenus, a. d. 1118- 

j: Omadeddin Abulfeda Ismael Ben Nasser, was 
sultan of Hameh in Syria, and deposed anno Hegirse 
748. He is celebrated as the author of two works, one 
Geographical, and the other an Abridgement of Uni- 
versal History. Herbelot Dictionnaire Orientale. — 
Art. Aboulfeda. 

The celebrated professor Michaelis, published ex- 
tracts of his Geography into Latin, with copious and 
learned annotations at Gottingen, 1771. 
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lows them to be luxuriant, says the inhabit* 
ants are wretched; whereas Edrissi*' pro- 
nounces them, though formerly inhabited^ as 
now possessing no population at all. Fene- 
Ion has adopted the idea of savage wil4iM39> 
and accordingly gives full scope to his poetijc 
imagination. His picture, though incorrect 
in every point, and probably not intended 
as a local description^ is worth producing as 

* Abou Abdallah Mohammed; ig called also Al 
Scherif Al Edrissi, by the latter of which names he 
is generally known^ from the family and royal dynasty 
of Edrissites, descendants of Ali, to which he belonged. 
After their expulsion by the Fatimites from the north 
of Africa, where they had reigned for more than a 
century, his race took refuge in Sicily. Edrissi com- 
posed a work on Geography to explain a globe weigh- 
ing eight hundred marks of silver, which Roger King 
of Sicily and Calabria had constructed, an. 548. of 
the Hegira, a. d. 1153. The Maronites of Paris 
translated and abridged that part of his work which 
relates to Nubia, hence he is called the Nubian Geo- 
grapher. Herbelot, Diet. Orient. — Art. Edrissi. 

Professor Hartmann, published extracts from this 
work, translated into Latin at Gottingen, with valua* 
able notes. 
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coming from so able a hand. Telemachiis 
relates^ " Cependant Mitophis m*envoya 
vers les montagries du desert d'Oasis avec 
ses esclaves, afin que je servisse avec eux a 
conduire ses grands troupeaux,'* and after- 
wards, « Pour moi, j*arrivai dans des deserts 
affreux : on y voit des sables brulants au 
milieu des plaines, des neiges qui ne fondent 
jamais, et qui font un hiver perp^tuel sur le 
sommet des montagnes j et Ton trouv6 
seulementj pour nourir les troupeaux, des 
pdturages parmi les rochefrs, vers le miliea 
du penchant de ces montagnes escarp6es. 
Les vallees y sont si profondes, qu'^ peine 
le soleil y peut faire luire ses rayons^**' 

The metaphorical expression of islands 
which has been made use of by so many 
writers from Herodotus and Strabo to the 
present time, has given rise to, or at least 
encouraged, the idea, that the Oases were 
actually islands at a time when the sea was 
supposed to have covered the interior of 

* Telem&que, Li v. 2de, near the beginning, 
D 
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Africa. Olympiodonrs ''^^ Bpedking'o£ ike 
Great Oasis says, *' the oyster and oth^ 
marine shells found adhering to the stonee 
of the mountain which divides it from the 
Thebaid, are evidences of its having beesi 
an island; besides which there is always 
much sand Ijdng, which fills the three 
Oases.** As far, however, as met my own 
observation, I can by no means give into 
this opinion. 

In the first place, the sand bears no re- 
semblance to that of the sea, being evident- 
ly caused by the action of the wind upon 
the surface of the rock, which is barren. fiir 
want of moisture. On the other hand, the 
Isthmus of Suez, which we afterwards cross- 
ed on our way to Palestine, and which has 
certainly been once under water, displays 

* Olyrapiodorus apud Photii Biblioth. page 191. 
01ynipio4oru^> was a native of the Thebaid, and flou^^ 
rished in the reign of the 2d Theodosius. He wrote 
twenty-two books of Histories from the reign of Ho- 
norius to the beginning of that of Valentidian, son of 
Constantius. A portion of his works were preserved 
by Photius in his compilation called the Bibliotheca. 
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dtpgether a different appearance. The sand 
is deep, and in all respects like that of a 
beach i salt or bnackish pools are constant- 
ly met with, and various shrubs abound; 
among others the Dwarf Tamarisk *, which 
itifor the most part found only near water. 
But the circumstance of marine deposits 
existing on the mountains as well as in the 
plains, I certainly think can be referred to 
no later period, but are either primeval or 
inust add to the many testimonies the face 
of the earth exhibits of an universal deluge. 
The situation too of these insulated spots 
I'enders it scarcely possible that they could 
ever have been exempt from a general in- 
undation i for they are invariably situated 
in a plain, bounded, though sometimes at 
a distance, by mountains, and little, if at all, 
elevated above the level. In short, the 
opinion of Major Rennell, though given 
with some degree of deference, appears to 
me conclusive as to the formation of the 

* The Tamarix Gallicft Orientalis of Forskal, Flora 
Egypt. Arab. 

d2 
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Oases : " Is it too much to suppose that tlie 
foundations of these islands were first laid 
by vegetation occasioned by springs, the 
decay of which vegetation produced soil 
until it increased tx) the state in which we 
behold them ? They appear universally sur- 
rounded by high lands which will account 
for these springs/* 

The fertility of the Oases has been de- 
servedly celebrated. Strabo asserts the im- 
periority of the wine ; Abulfeda and Edrissi 
mention the luxuriance of the palm trees; 
and Vansleb * says, " The best dried dates 
are brought from El Wah, which region lies 
three days' journey inland above Siout; 
These dates are so fleshy and sweet that 
others would be considered sour or bitter 
after them." In another place, he asserts, 
" that from Wah come raisins and good 
dates^ common wine, dried cherries, and 

* Vansleb was a Dominican who travelled in Egypt 
and Nubia in the years 1672-3, He published his 
Tour, and also THlstoire de I'Eglise d'Alexandrie, at 
Paris, a few years after in 12mo. 
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suchlike/* The common wine, I suspect, 
is the date brandy called Rakie, which is 
much used ; for all the population of the 
Oases beiiig Mohammedan no grape wine 
Mi^ul4 be made, though their scruples do 
nojt ei^tend to the more potent liquor. 
' The excellence of the dates of the Less 
Oasis, and the care of the Arabs in watch- 
ing the trees, is noticed by Paul Lucas*, 
but the most circumstantial account is that 
of Plyinpiodorus,.whom I have mentioned. 
Photiust, in quoting from his work, says, 
" this author asserts, many incredible things 
r:especting the Oases. That its temperature 
is such, that not only none have the sacred 

* Paul Lucas was antiquary to Louis XIV. and 
travelled about a century back. 

f Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople, is cele- 
brated for his genius, and for his struggles for the 
Patriarchate with St. Ignatius, which lasted nearly 
all his life. He died in the reign of the Emperor 
Leo, about A. D. 887. Among other works his Bib- 
liotheca is particularly esteemed, in which he cites 
fragments, and gives his opinion of two hundred and 
eighty books. 
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disorder* but that even those who bring it 
with them, are soon delivered from it by the 
salabrity of the cUniate. He observes, like- 
wise, the ^eat quantity of sand ; and the 
wells, which are sunk SOO or even 500 feet 
from which the labourers^ who work in comM 
mon draw up water by turns and irrigate 
their fields : also the extraordinary fruitful- 
ness of the trees, and the superior quaBtf 
of the corn, which is better than any where 
else, and whiter than snow. He adds, that 
barley is sometimes grown twice a-year, but 
millet always three times: that their en- 
closures, which are small, they water every 
third day in summer, but eveiy sixth in 
winter, by which means a plentiful harvest 
is produced ; that the sky is always cloud- 
less } and that dials are fabricated there*" 
This account, though much exaggerated, 
is curious as coming from a native of the 
neighbouring district of the Thebaid. 
There is no point on which authors are 

* The l^d )i6<Toi is geo^rallj supposed to be Ihe 
Epilepsy. 
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in getiaral more agreed^ than that these dis^^ 
tricts are watered by indigenous springs. 
The following account, however, of M. Mail* 
let, the French consul at Cairo, towards the 
end of the 17th century, is so circumstantial, 
that I am tempted to give it at full length. 
•• C*est * aux environs de cette demiero 
Ville (Manfalout) et a la gauche du Nil, qui 
se trouve la vall6e des £1 Ouahs. Ce petit 
canton situ^ au nulieu d'une vaste cam-> 
pagne de sables arides est fertilise par les 
eaux de ce fleuve, qui y sont pprtees par 
un canal, dont Pouverture est k trois jour* 
n^ de la. C'est par cette vallee des 
Elouahs, que les caravanes de Nubie abor^ 
dent en Egypte aprds treize joum6es de 
marche, comme je le dirai dans la suite. 
EUe est surtout fertile en palmiers, dont le 
fruit fait la principale r^colte, et toute la 
richesse des habitans de cette petite con-» 
tree. Cette province et celle du Fioum 

* Description de TEgypte composee sur les Me- 
raoires de M. Maillet, par T Abbe le Mascrier ; Paris, 
1735, 4to. p. 303. 
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sont les seules» qui ayent conserve leur fer* 
tilit^ de toutes celles dans lesquelles les an- 
ciens Rois d'Egypte avoient fait passer les 
eaux du Nil au travers des collines» qui de 
ce c6t6-l^ separent PEgjrpte de la Libye, 
parce-que dans celles-ci elles 6toient con- 
duites par des canaux qui se sont mieux 
eonserves que les Aqueducs que ces Princes 
avoient fait construire, pour porter lafecon- 
dit6 dans les autres. J'ai deja parle des ces 
£imeux ouvrages, qui seront a jamais pour 
la posterite des monumens ^temels de la 
puissance de ces anciens souverains, et de 
leur attention a procurer par toutes sorter 
de moyens le bonheur de leurs sujets. Jf 
ajouterai seulement qu'on ne doit pas s'ima* 
giner, qui ces masses ^normes, que soute- 
noient les eaux du Nil, s'etendissent jus- 
qu'au de la des montagnes qu'on trouve 
entre PEgjrpte et les deserts sablonneux de 
la libye. Lorsque ces Aqueducs avoient 
joint ces montagnes, soit par leur sommet, 
soit par quelques unes de ces vallees, qui 
les separent les unes des autres, on leur 
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avoient pratique un lit, tant6t entre ces col- 
lines m^mes, quelquefois en per9ant une 
montngne, et on leur avoit sdnsi creus6 un^ 
route aisee et plate, par ou les eaux 6toient 
port^es jusques dans ces plaines quelles ren- 
doient fecondes. C'est dans quelquejs uns 
des ces anciens canaux pratiques dans les 
montagnes de la Libye, que quelques Reli- 
gieux de la Propagande ont encore trouv6 
de Peaa, qui s'y etoit conservee jusqu'a nos 
jours/* 

We should have been much indebted to 
this author for the minute detail into which 
he has entered, if there had fortunately 
been any truth in his story. In fact though 
be mentions again, ^< Au terns des anciens 
Rois d'Egypte, on avoit trouve le secret 
de conduire les eaux du Nil jusque dans ces 
solitudes brulantes j*' he afterwards contra- 
dicts himself. " A son depart de Gary, la 
caravane quittant les bords du Nil (on its 
return to Egypt from Nubia) et s'enfon9ant 
dans les deserts de la Libye, qu'elle tra- 
verse, arrive en treize journees de marche 
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k one vdll6e d'environ trente lieiies d'^ten- 
da©. Cette vallee, qui va presque du Nord 
au Sudj e«t couverte de pidmiers, et tres 
biencultivee, parcequ'on y trouve de bonne 
eaui en creusant seulement un pted dans kt 
terre* C'^st una espece de prodige que de 
renccmtrer cette langue de terrain fertile au 
milieu de8 sables, et des deserts arides, qui 
I'envirronent*/* From the description he 
goes on giving of its situation, it turns out 
to be the identical valley of the El Ouahs he 
mentioned before; and though he says there 
it is watered from the Nile, he here declares 
that springs are every where to be found 
a foot beneath the ground. The truth is 
M. Maillet, who really is an author of credit^ 
having heard that an artificial cut was for** 
merly made in the low ridge of mountains 
which divides Egypt from the Faioum in 
OTder to admit the Nile into that district, 
confounded it with the El Ouah, and then 
trusted to his imagination to supply aque- 
ducts and canals for carrying so great a 
* Descript. de I'Egypte, p, 216, 2nde Partie. 
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work into execution. It must be dlotredy 
indeed, that he does not profess to have 
been eye-M^tness of what he narrates ^ but 
Major RenzieU, notwithstanding^ considers 
his information respecting the Oases supe^ 
rior to any others 

We soon discovered that among BedouinSy 
the English was a much better travelling 
character than the Turkish, and as Yusnf, 
Ibrahim, and Halil, the names we had ae* 
sumed, were equally used by Christians and 
Mohammedans, we always took care to dis^ 
close our nation. 

The friendly disposition of the natives 
manifested itself from the jfirst, and we had 
scarcely arrived before the sbehk came to 
om tent with a large supply of bread, ome- 
lette, and cheese, which was followed by 
some rice and a sheep. We returned his 
courtesy by calling upon him in the course 
of the day, and, after the usual ceremony 
c^ drinking cofiEee, presented him with some 
money and an Indian handkerchief, with 
which he seemed pleased. 
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Although it was only the l6th of Fe- 
bruary, the thermometer in our tent was 
75 at two o'clock, and 77 at four* 

Having explained to the inhabitants that 
our object was "Old Buildings," they in- 
formed us there were some in the neigh- 
bouiiiood. Accordingly in the evening we 
rode to see them, and in our way passed 
through a beautiful wood of acacias*, the 
foliage of which at a little distance recalled 
English scenery to our recollection. The 
trees far exceeded in size any I had ever 
seen of the kind, and, upon measuring tiie 
trunk of one, it proved to be 1 7 feet 3 inches 
in circumference. 

In about an hour we reached our point. 
There were evident traces of former habita- 
tions to a great extent, and one mud build- 
ing still existed; but we could gain no clue 
to guide us to its age. On our return we 
saw a procession of women making their 
"ululation" over some one who had died 

* The Acacia or Mimosa Vera. 
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a few days before. In early times the office 
of mourner seems to have been chiefly per^ 
formed by women who were hired for the 
purpose. Frequent allusions to this custom 
are to be met with in scripture, and St 
Jerome says that it was continued in Judea 
to his days. Shaw and other travellers in* 
form us that the same practice still prevails 
in Barbary and in most of the provinces of 
the Levant. 

As it was our intention to make a com- 
plete survey of this Oasis, we left Bellatta 
the next morning at seven o'clock. Soon 
quitting cultivation, we directed our course 
nearly due west, over a wide and barren 
tract bounded by a high and precipitous 
ridge of rock to the north and east. We 
fancied we could also trace another in the 
horizon to the south. 

Towards mid-day we saw the village of 
Hismint on our left; and three hours after, 
passed by another in the same direction, 
called Endough, siu'rounded by a consider- 
able grove of palm trees : we then crossed 
a low chain of hiQs, and at sun-set reached 
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Aboudaklough, near to which we j^tch^ 
ed our tents, and took up our quarters for 
the night. Just as we arrived, our drago- 
man caught a gazelle, which we should 
have wished to preserve alive, had we not 
found that it would be quite impossible to 
convey it about with us* This animal, which 
is a species of antelope, is remarkable for 
the beauty of its eye and elegance of its 
shape, but being a native of the desert, the 
flesh is dry and unpalatable. 

The next day the shehk called upon us 
early, and having offered himself as a guide, 
mounted one of our horses and accompani* 
ed us to El Cazar, four miles and a half to the 
north. The situation of this place is per- 
fectly lovely } it is seated on an eminence 
at the foot of the line of rock which rises 
abruptly behind it, and is encircled by ex- 
tensive gardens filled with palm, acacia, ci- 
tron, and various other kinds of trees, some 
of which I had rarely seen before in these 
regions. 

On this, as on several occasi(»is, I had 
reason to lament my ignc»rance of botany, as 
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any one skilled in that science might have 
found ample means of indulging his taste, 
and of making many valuable additions to 
his collection. 

Tlie only thing worthy of observation in 
the town is a strong sulphuric and chaly- 
beate spring, which the people Consider ex- 
tremely Sanative, and drink when left to 
settle for 24 hours in an earthen jar. After 
paying our visit to the shehk, we left the 
village, and, proceeding westward, shortly 
reached an insulated rock perforated with 
caverns, which had served as catacombs to 
human mummies, the fragments of which 
lie scattered about*. The inhabitants of 
the adjacent hamlet had stripped them in 
hopes of finding something valuable j and 

• On our way down the Nile, I purchased a mummy 
at Gournou, a part of Thebes, on the left bank of the 
river. On its arrival in England in June last, I gave it 
to Dr. Granville, who opened it in my presence. It 
has since been dissected, and considered a great cu- 
riosity, from its extraordinary degree of preservation. 
Dr. Granville is preparing a memoir of it to present 
to the Royal Society. 
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the jackalls, which abound here, had com- 
pleted the work of devastation. Our Arabs, 
however, looked upon them with a degree 
of religious horror : for upon our pretend- 
ing that we would carry one away with us, 
they unanimously declared they would de- 
sert us if we did. 

From tliis elevation we descried some 
ruins to the westward ; but as the day was 
advancing, and there appeared no particu- 
lar object to attract our attention, we turn- 
ed aside to some others which we perceived 
three mUes distant to the south. 

Here, to our great satisfaction, our anti- 
quarian researches were repaid by the dis- 
covery of a temple in tolerable preservation, 
though half filled with sand, which our guide 
told us was called Daer El Hadjar *. The 
wind, however, blew the sand so disagree- 
ably in our faces, that we resolved to defer 
our examination of it to the following day, 
and return to Aboudaklough, which was 
five or six miles to the south-east. 

* In Arabic " The stony Convent." 
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February 19th. — ^In our way to Daer El 
Hddjar we diverged a little to the right, 
where we found vestiges of a town of greater 
extent than any we had seen before in this 
district. It was now a complete mass of 
ruinsy and we could distinguish nothing but 
a small remnant of a temple^ and the frag- 
ment of a white marble statue. This last 
was apparently of Greek workmanship, and 
not without elegance, although so imperfect. 

There being nothing to detain us here, 
we hastened on to Daer £1 Hadjar. As the: 
door-way was choked up by the sand, We 
scaled the wall without difficulty, and im- 
mediately set about clearing the interior of 
the temple ; but after three or four hours, 
finding that our labours would be fruitless, 
we desisted, and proceeded to measure every 
part with a graduated line. 

The edifice on the outside is ^1 feet 4 
inches long, by 24 feet 8 inches wide. In 
front is a portico of eight columns; three 
only are standing, and they in a muti-* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



50 JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

kted state : their circumference is 9 feet 6 
inches, and the space between 7 feet 7 
inches: the two centre have portals reach- 
ing halfway up, not connected by a lintel. 
The first chamber is 23 feet 9 inches, by 20 
feet S inches, suppiorted by four pillars, 5 
feet in diameter at the shaft. As much as 
is visible of the walls is traced with figures 
and hieroglyphics. This apartment opens 
into another of the same width, but only 
10 feet 4 inches long, perfectly plain and 
unomamented, excepting by the winged 
globe encompassed by the serpent, the em- 
blem of eternity, which is carved over the 
door. Beyond this chamber, and com- 
municating with it, are three smaller pa- 
rallel to each other, of which the middle 
one was the Adytum. Here the walls are 
covered with figures and hieroglyphics, and 
much blackened by the lamps used in the 
service of the temple. The other two com- 
partments are of the same length as the 
centre, and 5 feet wide. The roof still con- 
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tinues entire over these three chambers, 
which are lower thaii the rest of the build- 
ing. 

The temple stands due east and west. 
Round it, at the interval of twenty, yards, 
are the remains of a thick wall of unburnt 
brick, and a gateway of stone facing the 
entrance. Besides the natural injury this 
structure has sustained from time and vio- 
lent winds, its ruin has been gieatjy acce- 
lerated by the Arabs in the forcible entries 
they have made in search of treasure. 

We finished our observations, and got back 
to Aboudaklough before dark. Shehk Is- 
mael, who was very friendly and communi- 
cative, passed the evening with us, and 
readily answered all our questions relative to 
the country. 

From him we learnt that this El Ouah is 
composed of twelve villages, of which ten 
are within five or six miles of each other j 
the remaining two much further off at the 
entrance of the plain, so that they are in 
fact scarcely looked upon as belonging to 
E 2 
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this division. Bellata, where we had inado 
our first halt, is one of these last mentioned : 
the other, named Tenida, is uninhabited, 
and to the south of BeUata. 

In the part we now were, are Aboudak- 
}ough ; El Cazar which we had visited ; 
Moushie, to the west ; Gedidi, to the south* 
west ; and Gelamoon, in the same direction^ 
but more distant. This latter place, together 
with £1 Cazar, are considered the twa of 
most consequence in the district. To the 
south is first Rashdie, and beyond it Moot ; 
to the south-east are Endough and £1 Ma- 
sara ; and still more to the eastward, Hi^ 
ment ; besides these there are several ^ft» 
closures, well wooded with palm-trees, con- 
taining springs, but the cultivators and pro- 
prietors reside in the neighbouring viUages. 

The climate is extremely variable in win*, 
ter. Sometimes the rains are very abundant^ 
and fall in torrents, as appears from the fur- 
rows in the rocks ; but this season there had 
been none at all, and the total want of dew 
at this period sufficiently proves the excessive 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OASlfiS OF UPPER EGYPT* $9 

dimness of the atmosphere. Violent vnnds 
are very prevalent, and the kamsin, (S. W.) 
which is with justice called the scourge of 
the desert, frequently blows in the months of 
Mayand June. The plague is quite unknown, 
but, during the summer when the heat is in- 
tense, fevers and agues are very general, 
which the shebk attributed to the immode- 
rate use of dates. This may be one of the 
causes but what I should imagine conduces 
also to the insalubrity of that season is, that 
the springs are all strongly impregnated wiih 
iron afid sulphur, and hot at their aources ; 
nor indeed can the water be used until it has 
beenlefl to cool in an earthen jar, when it be- 
comes more palatable. These springs never 
&al or vary at any season of the year, which 
i$ most fortunate for the natives, as their 
very existence depends upon them, there 
being no wells that I could observe. 

The soil is a very light red earth, fer- 
tilized entirely by irrigaticm, the water be- 
ing conducted in small channels through 
the arable land. The principal produce is 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



$4f JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

corn, chiefly barley and rice. The foiMer 
is sown in October and November, and 
reaped in March or ApriL The crop of 
rice succeeds, but not on the same ground, 
and requires constant moisture. Dates are 
an article of commerce with Egjrpt, and we 
often met caravans convejFing them; le- 
mons and citrons are also very plentiful in 
the gardens. 

The inhabitants are Bedouins, I believe 
of the same horde as our guides ; like them, 
they acknowledge the sovereignty of the 
Pasha, who has succeeded in reducing them 
to a state of complete subordination. As a 
proof of this, their tribute, which is paid in 
kind, not only varies every year, according to 
his caprice, as they affirm, but four or 4ve 
soldiers are now sufficient for levying it, 
whereas four hundred were necessary for 
that purpose when they first came under his 
dominion. 

Ismael informed us, that there was no 
thoroughfare through this Oasis, and that 
be was not aware of the existence of any 
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oHier inhabited tract beyond to the west* 
ward. Some Arabs had lately endeavoured 
to explore in that direction, but at the end 
erf three days had met with so terrible a 
whirlwind, as to prevent their proceeding. 
He understood, however, that there was one 
towards the north, and that some years be- 
fore a man, having lost his way in the de- 
sert, by chance found himself there, from 
whence he was ten days returning ; but that 
the route never having been since followed, 
continued unknown. 

The people here are much exposed to 
the incursions of the Mograbin or Barbaiy 
Arabs, and occasionally suffer much from 
their depredations. Three years ago, a hsaad 
of four hundred made an irruption, and after 
a severe contest, in which many lives were 
lost, retired, carrying off much booty. It is 
thirty days* march to Tripoli reckoning ten 
hours to each. 

Lions and tigers (hyaenas ?) are not un- 
common in this district, but there are no os- 
triches } neither could we gain any infonna- 
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tion respecting the serpent of incredible 
magnitude, called Toghan, which £dris» 
affirms is only found in the El Ouahat 

The shehk assured us there was no re* 
cord of any Frank ever having visited this 
Oasis before, but that he knew the English 
perfectly by reputation^ and esteemed them 
highly. From his declaration^ added to the 
negative testimony of there being neither 
written or traditional information respect-* 
ihg this region, we had the great satisfac«* 
tion of being fully convinced that we were 
the first Europeans who had reached it in 
modem times. ^ 

Feb. 20th.— We finally left Aboudak- 
lough at 9 o'clock in the morning, and 
returned to Bellata, taking a nearer way by 
the foot of the mountains. From the sunmiit 
of a low ridge which commands the whole 
of this side of the country, we were en- 
abled, with the assistance of the compass, to 
lay down the situation of all the villages in 
a map ; but it must be acknowledged that 
their apparent distance does not correspond 
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with the shehk's account, and we preferred 
judging by the eye to trusting to his au- 
thority. In this, however, we might be mis- 
taken, as he seemed to speak confidently^ 
and could have no motive for misleading us* 
As we were now to commence another jour- 
ney through the desert, it was necessary to 
procure a fresh supply of provisions, and» 
while our servants and Arabs were thus em- 
ployed next morning, we went to see a ma* 
nufacture of Indigo,* which was carried on 
in the open air, just without the town. 

The method of extracting the colour ap- 
peared very simple. The plant, when dried^ 
is put into an earthen jar with hot water, 
and worked up and down by a palm branch, 
resembling the handle of a chum, until the 
colour is pressed out. The liquid is then 
strained through the bark of a tree into an- 
other jar, where it is left for eight or nine 
days, during which time part of the water 

* The Indigo of Egypt is produced from the Indigo 
fera glauca of Lamarck. See Bruguiere and Olivier 
on Egypt. 
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escapes by trickling through a small aper« 
ture half way down the side of it, leaving 
the sediment at bottom. It is afterwards 
poured into a broad, but very shallow hole 
formed in the sand, which absorbs the re* 
maining liquid, and leaves the Indigo in solid 
cakes on the surface. This commodity ii( 
the property of the richer inhabitants of the 
village, and is one of the very few articles 
of trade or manufacture, which the Pasha 
has not monopolized, probably from ignor- 
ance of its existence here. 

Every thing being ready for our depart- 
ure by nine o'clock we finally quitted Bel- 
lata. Our course now lay about south-south- 
east, a line of mountain bounding the hm* 
zon to the eastward, which we appeared taba 
gradually approaching. In three hours we 
reached the village of Tenida the last in this 
Oasis, now quite deserted, owing to its dis* 
tance from any other, and the consequent 
exposure to the incursions of the hostile 
tribes. After stopping half an hour at the 
last spring to fill the skins with water, we 
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tarned nearly due east and re-entered tiie 
desert through a broad defile in the moun- 
tains. 

Not far from here we met M. Drovetti, 
who having visited the nearer Oasis was 
now on the way to the farther which we 
were leaving. His intention was to pene« 
trate if possible from that, into the more 
northern, the Oasis Parva, but I [have not 
heard whether he succeeded in his under* 
taking.* At half past six we began to ascend 
a mountainous ridge, and after crossing the 
dry bed of a torrent, the path became ex- 
tremely rugged. To add to our discomfort, 
in an hour's time it being quite dark, we lost 
the track; fortunately however we found 
<me part of the pass rather wider than the 
rest: throwing therefore our tent over a 
rock which overhung it, and letting one 
end reach the ground, we made a tolerable 
resting-place for the night. 

• By this traveller's journal it appears, he found it 
impracticable and returned to Egypt by the Sroute we 
bad taken in leaving it. 
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We resumed our march at seven in the 
mornings and in about ten minutes regain^ 
ed the path we had missed the preceding 
night We were now on a sort of platform 
which composes the summit of the low chain 
<^ mountains dividing the two Oases. The 
prospect was dreary and monotonous, and 
the difierence of temperature so great, that 
we were glad to wrap ourselves up in our 
eloaks, whereas hitherto we had been suf- 
fering inconvenience from heat. About six 
in the evening we began to descend bj m 
rockj and precipitous pass, and came down 
upon the ruins of a temple, close to a spring 
of water shaded by palm-trees. Two small 
recesses^ one of which had formed the ady- 
tum served as our lodging for the night. 
This temple to which our guides gave the 
name of Enamour is in a very dilapidated 
^ate, and apparently of great antiquity. 
Not much of the side waUs remains, but 
the small chambers in which we slept, and 
the principal door- way at the opposite end 
are tolerably perfect. The building is low 
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in proportiiHi to its length whidt is Sfty^ 
three feet ten inches, by twenty-five and 
fronts north-south. There are a few figures 
and hiero^yphics roughly executed on the 
outside, and some slight traces of painting 
over the entrance. A wall of unbumt brick, 
had surrounded it at some distance, a con* 
siderable portion of which is still standings 
and likewise a stone gateway immedjiutely 
fkcing that <^the temple, but we could trace 
no vestiges of former habitations near. Its 
situation is picturesque, being in a small 
plain confined on three sides by mountaism 
which form a sort of semicircle open to diQ 
east. 

After examining these ruins, which had 
occupied us from sunrise till half past eight 
of the 2Sd, we again set out, and skirting 
round the base of the mountain on the 
right which shortly after ended afaruptiiy, 
we entered into a vast irregular {dain and 
continued advancing rather to the souths 
ward of the east. 

Towards evening, finding ourselves again 
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bewildered among low hills of looite sand, w^ 
tlioiight it advisable to halt for the night. 

A march of four hours on the following 
day brought us to El Carg^, the principal 
town of the nearer or great Oasis, and the 
residence of the Turkic Katchief or go- 
vernor of these two districts. From Bellata 
to this place we had employed thirty-five 
hours, which at our average rate three miles 
to the hour would make one hundred and 
five. On the whole of this route, we parsed 
at stated intervals heaps of broken pots and 
tiles, which I imagine inark the spots for« 
merly occupied by the Roman stations. 

After pitching our tents as usual outside 
the town, and receiving the visit of cere- 
mony from the shehk, we took a guide, and 
went to see some antiquities in the neigh- 
bouriiood. At about ^ mile and a half to the 
noith we perceived a building on an emi- 
nence, which proved to be a small quadr<f 
angular temple called El Nadera, thirty- 
one feet long, by twenty feet eight inches 
wide, of which three sides remain, but the 
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fourth is quite destroyed. The walls oh the 
inside are covered with figures and hiero- 
glyphics, greatly defaced, but of unusuaL 
elegance, particularly two in basso relievo 
over the door, much mutilated, and with- 
out heads, but possessing something of 
the roundness and character of Grecian 
sculpture. There was the usual inclosure 
of unbumt brick, a defence necessary in 
a country so much exposed to hostile incuiv 
sions as this has always been. From this 
summit we discovered with infinite satisfac- 
tion, a large temple at a short distanpe 
towards the north-west; and, on a high 
ground still farther to the northward, several 
buildings like the ruins of an Arab town. 

On approaching the temple, we were 
struck with the beauty of the situation in 
the midst of a rich wood consisting of palm^ 
particularly that species called the Dhdm* 

* The Dhdm is the Hyphoene Cucifera of Goert- 
ner, de Fructibus : the Cucifera Thebaica of Delile, 
Flore d'Egypte. 
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Ac&cia and other trees^ with a stream of 
water in front. In point of magnitude, it 
fiu: exceeded any we had hitherto seen, but, 
as the evening was closing in, we thought 
it better to leave the examination of it to 
another time. Wishing, however, to satisfy 
our curiosity with respect to what we sup- 
posed to be, the Arab town, we rode up 
to it, and to our astonishment, found not 
what we had expected, but a regular Ne- 
cropolis or cemetery, consisting of a great 
variety of buildings, each the receptacle of 
mummies : we could take, however, but a 
hasty view of it, as it was quite dark before 
we could return to our tent. 

Rnding we were so well pleased with 
what they had shewn us, our guides told 
as of two other ancient buildings, which, 
as well as that of El Carge, Mr. Drovetti 
had been to a few days before. We ac- 
cordingly mounted our horses early the next 
morning, and proceeding rather in a south- 
westerly direction, in three hours reached 
a height surrounded by a wall. On enter- 
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OABES^ OP UPPEH E«YW. G5 

ittg this^ we found a ruined Arab village, 
built within the enclosure of a large Temple 
called by our guide,. Cazar el Goetta. The 
exterior is so choked up with these hovels, 
that we were unable to measure or to take 
any sketch of it, but the interior is divided 
into four parts, of which the dimensions are 
given in the annexed plan. In the, middle 
of the second and principal chamber, are, 
or more properly have been, for one is no 
longer standing, four columns, the circum- 
ference of .which, at the shaft immediately 
under the capital, is only eight feet. The 
capitals are all different, and remains of 
paint are very visible upon them. The 
fourth compartment is subdivided into three 
small chambers lower than the rest of the 
building, of which the centre was the Ady- 
tUm. Hieroglyphics and figures are carved 
only in this, and the principal apartment. 
In: front of the Temple which faces the 
east, there is an area, extending consider 
rably beyond it, having traces barely visible, 
of two rows of pillars four deep. This co- 
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lonnado coiomuiiicates with the outer wail^ 
aod leads to a stone gate-way exactly oppo- 
site to its principal entraace. 

On leaving this^ we bent our course to- 
wards the south-east, and in forty minutes 
reached our other point, it is an enclosed 
eminence like the last, with a few pahns 
acattered about. Within are the ruins of 
several buildinga of unbumt brick, appa- 
rently ancient ; but the principal object is 
a small Temple of remarkably degant pro- 
portions, and excellent mascmry, known by 
the name of Cazar £1 Zian, forty«'five fed; 
long, and twenty-five fbet one inch broad. 
The first chamber is perfectly plain, and 
measures twenty-six feet ten inches, by s^ 
venteen feet eight. Beyond are two more 
opening firom it : that on the right hand is 
extremely narrow, being only two feet seven 
inches wide, by ten feet four long, having 
another access through the main wall j the 
other is fifteen feet four, by seven feet nine 
inches wide ; and in the end of it, opposite 
to the entrance of the Temple, is a large 
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OASES OF 17?PER BGYFTi ^ 

mche^ ^ivinch badfbrinerly contidneda status, 
with a winged globe^ and oth^r ^mbletiis 
carved round it. The d(K>r-wa5r, on the 
outside^ 19 richly oraam^nt^ mib figurei^, 
and over it is the follo^wmg Greek inscrifl- 
tion, which I copied. 

roig (rv)ivacig hsoig * vTtsg Tfjg sig uiwvcc hcC" 
fMVfjg Avreifvti¥cv xaitrctgog rov xvgiov y xon rou 
avfMfKvrog avrov oixov * o CfiKog fov Ugou 
Koci TO Tp^ofuov SK xaiiffjg xaTBtrxevucr^fj j mi 
Aoviitov ^HXicica^cv ^*xot,^%o\) A/^u^rou , 

yovvrog Hkmov T^oLTe^reavog , trovg rgirou 
avToxgtiTogog xcntrot^og T/rot; A/X/ou Aipccvov 
Avrmsivov (rs^oarrov ^vo's^ovg . MBtragfj oxrot 
xon iixurij. 

TRANSLilTIOir. 

To Amenebis the Great God ot Tchdw 

fiMijris, and the other Gddg of the Temple^ 

fo* the p^etual preservation of Antoninus 

C«Mr dur Lord and his whole house : Hati 

f2 



^ 
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eeH of the temple and the vestibnle vere 
fepaired and f enewed, under Avidius Hdio- 
dorusy governor of Egypt, Septimius Ma- 
cro being commander in chief, and Flinius 
Capito general of the forces, in the third 
year of the empercn: Caesar Titus JESius 
Adrianus Antoninus Augustus, the Hous, 
Mesore the eighteenth. (August 11.) 

in the 46th number of Valpy's Classical 
Journal, Page 370, is the same inscription 
copied subsequently by Mr. Hyde, and I 
have the satisfaction of finding it difier from 
my own transcript only in one or two 
letters. 

Of the God Amenebis, I am not aware 
that any mention is made elsewhere ; but 
that is no objection to the correctness of 
this reading, as the Pantheon of Egypt 
seems to be inexhaustible, and names of 
Deities, unheard of before, are still not un- 
firequently found in inscriptions. Tchone- 
myris would appear to be the name of the 
place, but is not noticed by ancient geogra^ 
ph^rs } for, as I shall have occasion to show 
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pfterwards^ though they were correct in the 
general position of this district, they were 
quite ignorant of the details of it. Dr. 
Young has observed^ that an inscription^ 
preserved. by Gruter, exhibits the name 
Adlius Heliodorus, and hence he inferred 
at first sight, that we should here read Aci« 
Uus for Avidius : but, upon further consi* 
deration, it appears evident that Avidius is 
correct, since Avidius Cassiiis, who is men«< 
tioned by Vulcatius and others, as a com* 
petitor for the empire, was &e son of He- 
Hodorus, who, according to Dio Cassius,. 
was promoted to the government of Egypt 
QU account of his skill in rhetoric. 

The date of the third year of the em- 
peror Titus Antoninus enables us to fix. 
the restoration of the Temple at A. D. 14Q. 
It would seem probable that this took place 
in pursuance of the plan or orders of his 
predecessor Hadrian, whose fondness for 
Egyptian Mythology induced him to repair 
and embeUish many of the temples which 
had been long neglected^i and ruinous. His- 
tory does not inform us that the first An* 
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tonine pmtioularty interesteil himself in this 
countiy, but IXo Cassius celebrates the mu-. 
nificence of his successor Marcus Aurelius 
on his visit to Egypt at the suppression of 
the rebellion c^ Avidius Cassius. 

The day was far advanced before we be« 
gan to return. On our way we crossed a 
remarkably strong chalybeate stream^ and 
at the village of Genau were shown another 
quite hoty deeply impregnated with iron and 
sulphur. The shehk and inhabitants o£ Hm 
place showed us, as usual, much attention,, 
and some bread they gave us, was the best 
we had tasted in Egypt^ We made them a 
little present in money, which, as they did 
not seem to expect, they received with great 
satisfaction, and several of them accompa^ 
nied us part of our way home. It was nearly 
dark before we reached our encampment at 
El Carge. 

Thefollowing morning we paid a second 
visit to the temple, and found enough to 
occupy us there till evening. We entered 
it through a dromos, of which the enclosures 
are sobroken,'as to make it difficult to dls- 
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OASES OP ITPFER EGYPT*. 71 

corn accurately the shape^ and prevented 
our t^ng the dimenslions« Among the 
ruins^ however^ we could distinguiBh that it 
had been formed by a parapet wall, ftur* 
mounted by a cornice connecting ten co* 
Ittinns, with spaces for entrances on each 
side. The temple stands east and west, and 
a rich cornice runs all round the top. The 
front is completely covered with colossal 
figures and hieroglyphics, which, as they 
extend but half way on the north and south 
sides^ give the whole exterior an unfinished 
appearance. The great door^way is much 
otnamented, and leads to a magnificent 
apartment 60 feet 8 inches long, by 54 feet 
3 inches wide, nearly filled with sand, where 
are twelve columns 13 feet 2 inches in cir- 
cumference. On the left hand of the en- 
trance, are two small dark chambers, one 
over the other, of which it would be diffi- 
cult to assign the use. The second cham- 
ber 17 feet 10 inches, by 54 feet 3 inches, 
is divided from the first by a sort of 
skreen, formed by a wall lower than that 
of the templ6, intersected by four colundns, 
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which, together with four others in the 
centre of the apartment, now fallen, are 
of the same size as those just mentioned* 
This chamber is traced all over with figures 
and hierogl3rphics on stucco, retaining marks 
of paint, particularly blue and red ; whereas 
the first is quite plain, except on the west 
side. The third is Q8 feet 8 inches long^ 
and SO feet 9 inches wide, ornamented like- 
wise, and containing eight columns of much 
less dimensions than the others. Paralle], 
but not communicating with it, are two di- 
visions, in one of which is a staircase. liast 
of all comes the Adytum, 20 feet by 8 feet, 
as usual richly carved, and blackened with 
smoke. On each side are some other com- 
partments, but detached, and so choked 
up that it was impossible to make out their 
shape. The roof of the rest of the building 
is fallen in, excepting some stones occa- 
sionally supported by the pillars; but that 
of the Adytum, which is lower, is entire, 
and composed of immense stones : we mea- 
sured one, and found it 19 feet 4 inches 
long, 35 broad, and 2 feet 3 inches thick. 
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OASES OF UPPER EGYPT. 73 

To the east of the temple are three de- 
tached door-ways, at difierent intervals, and 
of different proportions ; but as they do not 
resemble the propyla that are usual in other 
parts of Egypt, I am induced to think that 
thisedifice wassurroundedby a triple wall^in 
the same way that Diodorus tells us the cele- 
brated temple of Jupiter Ammon was. The 
first, or nearest, is a solid door-way 18 feet 
from the main building, with figures all 
round it ; and, among others on the inside, 
is a representation of Osiris at a banquet, 
of colossal proportion. This is, I believe^ 
not uncommon, and is again found on the 
west front. On the roof are five spread 
eagles, sometimes called the Birds of Pha- 
raoh, painted, of which red and blue are 
the principal colours. 

The second, which is at some distance, 
in the same direction, but not in a straight 
line, is materially higher than even the tem- 
ple itself Half only is standing, and has a 
few figures carved in relief within. There 
are the remains of brick-work strangely 
placed on the top. As it would be too high 
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for any purposes of defetice» it may not im- 
probably have been the reudence of one of 
the jSK^te hermits, of which many traq^a 
Denftain. At Athens, one of these aerial 
mansions is stUl in existence on the top of 
the magnificent Corinthian columns called 
the Temple of Jupiter Olympius. 

The last of these propyla is low and im- 
perfect : the east end is completely covered 
with a Greek inscription^ I spent some 
time in endeavouring to copy it ^ but, as the 
sun shone hot upon it, and I had no means 
of reaching the upper part, I could only 
trace two or three words. The lower por- 
tion was too much effaced to enable me to 
decipher it with facility. Mr. Hyde had 
better success, and has published the whole 
of it in the forty-fifth and forty-sixth num* 
bers of the Classical Journal. To the kind- 
ness of Dr. Young, I am indebted for the 
following corrected copy, 'and for the trans- 
lation of these inscriptions, as well as the 
foregoing j and it gives me great pleasure 
to be able publicly to testify my acknow- 
ledgn^eats for hia obliging assistance. 
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Note. — The Letters altered are distinguished hy ©i- 
pk0by except some evident Errorsi of Orthography. 



&RB»liog • Tou 7rt(jt/p^trrog fM>$ harayfAo^ 
Tog VTO Tou xugsov ^Ei^ovog (*) ri^tgiou 

— (a) Tov 0EOu AEIjff/oo (rsfSatrrov trovX^ixfou 
( / y^X/3a avroxgctrogog * (paoi^i Si » ET- 
dt;2 B (rs/Sairrfji . rs^Kgiog iovKtog aXgfav- 
fl^ X«y«/ • srottf'air ^opotetu TroiovfJtjivog ro» 
he^fiB¥Bii^ rm ^gotrfjxoHn xA (^) rourrfifMtTi 
Tti¥ ToXif y wjto^Mvovtrcif rm iv^gyio'im e^ 
*yf ^«f » *f^^ (n^ccerrm » xeci rov rnf a/ytwr- 

rui^ rfii r% tv^rincc , xai rjyi fJUByi(r(^)rni 
( B)TMt vi;y i(0(<^y B^ioufMiUft , jx;; ^ugvvcfA4Vfi9 
xeciyeug xai uhxoig utnrgoL^etn * ^^^s^dv ^f s| 
oi rsK TT&k^Clg i7rs(ifip xctra^oAffuvog v^o rm 
$9rvyj(/»v0vrm' xec^i x»r cllLov (r) xat x»^^)r» 
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ra^ iyyi<rT» y$9Ofjt0i9ag ixn^twg * w diiXi«Mr 
fUf xaro^ Tti9 tfucuTou ATyAfuy ro $iruyc9 
Q) ra Ma90g^ovfi,9fog * «m Af iu&vfMTiPM 

iiti iTAfTngif rov ranog ^yd'^AKTAiy y$pwg $u^ 
$gy$rov Cifiaarov ^urofcgarogog yaXjSa t r«b 
T$ 9gog ^otTfigMP (') Ka< r» t^o; aToXavirip $ 
xai yi¥wr»9ir6 oTI i^govrara rm vrgog tii9 
fffjuengap (Bon^eiav a^nKorrm * Tgo$yga^» 

oca i^itrn fjt^ K^i{^)vu)f xai itoiisv * ra Am 
fMi^ova 3 xni dso/csNA Tfig Tov avToxgarog$c 
iv¥afi,6Afg »ai [JUtyaXuoTfirog 3 nvrm ifiXonr^. 
ILirn roLtrng aikn^uttg * r^y ^%m (A) A0&y£I^«(r 
fL%vm ng tovTov ro9 C"") Ugon'aTo9 Kougoy r^K 
r9( oixovid0$¥fig cur^uKsiau * $yvm yog ^^ 
9(ivrog ivXoyciTaTfi9 ovtroN TijN ivtiv'Saf i[ut9 
VTSg Tou [i^n azofTog av^antoug ug TiKoiPuag 
n 0&X(")Xa^ [i,^^r^oHrug oucuxxug xobga ro 
xo$vo¥ E^og rm iragj^Sim ^gog ^mv 0(7^^* 
^M J SUM its wx oA . n. (e) ixXcL . • 1^1 .r« 
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iTgayfutira T& iroXXovg anigovg o9T»( tni Toi»tN 

TOc ovTt fjyayov ri¥» ug r^Xmttav ij fjui(r^c^(rii^ 
cuTi ai^ 9 £id^ Touro ('^) <rvfjb(piguf • x»i 
ra sN ftpgiaxasg '^fj^oig to fi,iT» T§o^vfi,ic^ 
iico¥T(tg ^uy[Mcrivi(r^»i rovg ivfarovg • irirsh' 
0fMti 2s on ouit f /; (Z) rov tfM¥ uxovra ng a^u 

Tosg fiov>/>fiiPOig ixovirfatg ^goBgj^sa^as j (Mt\* 
Ao9 mif Tw Tgoregm sititgj^m us^pIop evf' 
Hd'C/av ^vkcurtrm vj Tfi9 ^gog xo^igov r$¥Of 
aiiKio^u ('^) [Mfi,titrafi,$fog * iT$ii^ $fm vgo^ 
9€uru rm¥ in[M(rtMf «al oT^Xorgla ia¥is(» 
^(tgayfigovfi^foi > <i^ rt to ^gaxToguov Timg^ 
^Agiioirap Km ug aXXtt^ OvXaKttg * ag zai 
it avTO TovTO' ('^) iy¥W¥ U9aigs^ei<reig y s¥ al 
vga^i$g TVf ia¥t$m9 s» Tm v^ag^0VTe^¥ airi 9 
zai fMf iz Tap ^affMLTm * iTOfi^^yog Ttit tov^ 
^iou tn^cMTOV fibvXijiru * z$Xiva fMiiiPtt 
Tni rm i9ifM(ri0¥ ^go^A{^'')crt$ ^aga,yj»gn-^ 
^Stti %ag ttXXm iafiso^ a fjuri avTog f ^ ^%9r 
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y$¥ • ^^A' fi; r» 5r^«('*)rof«WF ^f^r Tar 
^/XoiTMr ti^ T09 f^v^tAzw X070F * ha Ai 

m^ Mivm IIiwiu C) ol Tffi TfAirosr^af/a t^oj 
« ^ ^ zaT»j(^fM90$ 9 Kai Tff ^ ravtfi$ 
0myK»40^ itgoiyga'^a " t^nXafd'^ 7^^ fJM 

ga^m o^fXf^^i , vopufLmg (*°) rffy^vu/d^^ , 

mm/r^o^^Uf ^rgog fitaw , xou aycgCLtrp^ovf am^ 

mnrafASwi^ 9 i^$ (^') §'vfxfi$^Xfi»orcifi^ turt^ 
mm^okiza itTif^^i sK rat; ^hfim^ 9 fi trtgm'^ 
tnyoi^ 9 n TgayfiunxoiC 9 oXX^i^ irw 5r^0r<» 

ia^K^w tvdvtAf (**) ssnr^oin^^ rw xvgwo if 

%tm¥Oft$g VTQTT09 TSVa tjfffl TAfV $» rOl^infU^f^ 
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rc^ ^iy yo^ xgtuiMi (h) o^XXor^/fi^^aM-o^ ««# 

nciXiutriv «ai oi wctf^oi bx, rou ^ifmov fffluc 

vg^rarga^utif ^Xcurtrsat * $$iTio^^fi9 is »«« 

xai r» ^go^hxa a^fowroHf »wrag ^Xa,y^nf9tik 
ig a ^€^g »Xa&^I^ (*^) sygtt^sv "JtotrrtfMH 
AsroXtwit »ou Xtyavrm vs'rtgof ttaraxtzgar^at 
r» vTla ihoitTm Tgaj^vm iv rou [Aitfrn 
Xg^^^ * f^*^ ^ ^XaicxdP Karaxgipm , zou Tf o 
Tw T69 &«w (^) «Xay^/oy »roXv<rtici • ««/ 
•t;9 i^ai /3aX/?iXXo^ «ca/ ou^errsivo^ raura aori- 
XT^ay , afJb^oTigm rm lE^rag^m enxgipuird 
^Xa(r(rm y xeti szEivm zosrfjzoXov^tjzorm Tfil 
(**) TOO S'ifiu xXuvdsov ^CtgiTl , fiJj'rg a^TdXg- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



80 JOrSMEY TO TWO or THE 

ison^onXf lo^ * wrig ii (^'') Tw £« Tou Kas(ragog 
Xayov vgaj(^^i9rmif f r tM pitt^mt yj^wtn 9 vigi 

ttiP T» $ut^fi»09T» TiXBstr^ai , »ai (tvQ^^roq 
liTTfifM $ asrcXiXvzMg ret [i^nil^vv iia^gxj^" 

^tfTUf KM ItfOg TO /IClXXOl^ jX^i¥6i¥ (tVTa S*l TOig 

mal^nf^dvtrf * uiizof yag Eirriy rovg cjv9iir»(Aivovg 
MttlQ^^/MtTa y xai rifjuag uvrm a^oiovrag » 
wg iti/JLOCiovg yiofgyovg iz^6gi» araiTBtir^ai row 

^W9 $i»OAf9 * OMOXOV^OV is iTl T9II TCJV (TS- 

fiwrrvf (") ;^fl6f<r/ zai rovg tyytmg aXsH- 
eufigiig zm %¥ m • • • • «i^ ^iXigyiec xaroIK- 
cvVfrccZ ...» ('*) ToXXuKig fJt^tf iVi^tirfjirarif 
xavrog is (pvXourtra > tatrn fjufihvoc, rm lyytym 
aXe^avigBMif €ig Xsirougyiag Xfitgixctg »y€c&M * 
fifiXiltru ^ €(")^< xa$ Tctg (rrg»Tfiyio^ fjusra 
ii(t>^oyi(r[MP rgog rgnrittv tyj^Eigi^ttv rotg 
xe^rourra^n^ofjuivoig * xa^oXov AiTa , otruxsg 

%gi)^(tg €MCdkv(rcLi % fjt,fixert ug iiaXoyitrfJLOP 
ay€(r^M • sav is xai ivo €Tocgj(fis ro aura 
^i^gO¥fiMUg Mi % XM xc!Kof,ffr%og itrriv ifcXc^ 
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fMu 7Fgo(pu(ri¥ KCMraXuitm Mvrm nai ro#f aX« 
Xoig vg€»yfMcr$x6tg * ^roXXoI 010^ fi^tcarav 0«* 

xa^' IwtfrtoM haKoyi(rfjL^¥ ta aw» ^gAFfMurt^ 

ug Kgi(rtv oLyBir^ai ' ra ^wjro xai ^sg^ rm 
tv litm Xoym 9rgo^fM»Tm uyOfifSPCifV IcrtifAi * 
i5a'('^)ri uri xgt^BM a^sXu^n *!' awXyS'jj^g'ra* 
v^o TOO 'Tgog rm that 'KoTm rsruy[i,B^u , 
puflKZri 8^BiNu$rovrm Bto'AyysXX.Biv KccrnyogoHt 
fjbtjh Bii Kgitriv ay^a^on 9 ti o rcuro Ttosifirafg 
nTragcbirt^^n^ ^flfMaf^n(r6Tm • cvhi^ yof 
scrai TBgag rm (rvKo<pa,/r9i[Aarm , iup rtn, 
aToXeXvfJusvx ayfjr»$ Icjg ng avra zuruxgivn^.^ 
nh h rn^ ^oXEruff a^tiov ooiKffTov yivofjusvfig 
iia ro (**) ^Xn^og rm (rvKo^avrcjv , k»i TOMrfjg 
oiKiug o'vvrcigna'irofJt^epfig , ayuypcaiug mXbv» » 
BM fJUB¥ rig rm B¥ ihm Xoym KuTfjyogm > £g 
irBgcoi trvvnyogm , Biiruyfii vn^Biriv , ragitrrob^ 
ff^ocl m (**) u,vrov rov ^otrayyBtXavrit % 
iNte fji^fihi BKBivog »Ktvivvog HI ' b»v h ihm 

G 
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iu^ni y fi'fixin siu¥Ai »vtcj$ xartiyog^sp , ak\» 
TO ifMffV avT6v (^^) Tfii ovfTia^ avaXafA^aviff'- 
^as * aitKofrarov Tag sanv ^oXXoig e^ayovrct 
x(viv90vg J *Tn£^ ov^/aiv za$ mtg ATipa^ i 
avrc9 ita xaPTog x»sv^vf09 uvas * x»t xa^-- 
i^Xov ii (^) KEXivCl Kai rov ymfLova rov 
'oEIBscv ^$cv • . as ra xuivA To/^S-syra v»g» 
rag rm tn^airrm j^agirag $ . . vo • . cjg aiitri . 
i>ny^i . . » • • (**) s i%\^^9Tag trvxo^avrag 
ig s^Ei irifMfgfi(rafji,fiy * ovx ayvooi ^ on toXX^v 
itgovotajf ^omo'^s xai rov rn^ asywtrcv S9 
iv^ra^ua .... s^tic .... (*^) x^S^V*^ 
sj^BTB 9 otra 0109 n n^ (TApo^S^dvj'aMT^y * 
i9iru')(fi9 yag (m>$ itoXXaxtg xa^* 0X719 rn9 
%(aga9 rE^PFovvrgS > xai 6ifiXaMra9 'On 
ToXXaKIS xaTBxgi^fi(rAT^ (*^) Kai AAAot 
reXitrpiMra (rinxa xai dgyvgtxa * xai ovx 
%^09 roig ^ovXofju690ig ^vjfjagug xa^o'kixo9 ri 
xai9i?jt9 * ravra is xai ra roiavra xaraxgi- 
fMira ovx $7ti rfi9 ^tj^aiia ^vHN (*^) 
OXis STi rovg ^oggof vofMvg rfjg . . Xfi^gotg 
aXXa xat ra Ttgoaara Tfjg roXscifg s^S-ao'Ev, rnu 
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ha ztriva xaimg tni syyitrra TFinaincf, ro^ ftfi 
vgOTSgov r$XavfjLBv» Ka^oXiKCifi n ^>*n^ix,oig vofjtMif 
n TO ^u • . (f°) $ »§$^fiTat 9 ra zig ttiv sr^o- 
TBgap ra^iv U7roKara<rrfj(r&f<r^v , Tagevrsg^ avrm 
TTiv a^utTfjtnv a xai s^t rov iiaXoyitrfJi^ov a.^" 
^Bnu %K rm . • (^') . . 7 • . ^ao-a . . gri xaf 
TgoTsgov * K»i Tfjv dfjutrgop B^ovtridf rm sk- 
}s.oyiirrm ii» to . • ^av kapT atir^v xarafioav | 
,gT/ rm ^ugaygu^Siv uvrovg rXsitrra bk r * • 

(^*) • . ¥ b'E OU y,VVB(2(tiVB¥ aVTOVg fJUBV (tgyvgh 

^Btr^ut J ttiy ^B uiywrrov avacrarov yEvBtr^ai • 
xai ¥vv TOig avrag *aguyyB7^Xaf , fJUfjhv g| 
ofMiafJuATO^ . . (*') UPoyFa^Bh , aXX . . 
fitttxXKo Ti ron xa^oXov , xoig^g rov Kgip»i 
rc¥ Bvagj^ov • xB>iBV» ^B xai roig trrgarrtyoig 
fjLTiiBv flraf* B9cXoyi(rrm fJUBrotkafifictvBip , ^ci>gig 
. . (^*) . . fi B7rugj(fiv • K»t ol ahXoi Jg T^ay- 

fMCTtiCOi B(t¥ n BVgB^Oftn '^BviBg fi ^dga fO iBOV 

** sra^aygo'/a^orgj " 9 xm roig iiioiraig cMtch 

ioHrovciv otov u^fjTfi^9i £E aPXa/oT . • (^^) . 

. V Big TO ifiiMiTiOv * Tfig yavTfig xoLxorB^viag 

g2 
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<rEtg ) Ov Ttgog Tfjv ovtrm arAjSaSIN . . (*^) 

ava^(t(r%m . • riy^ (tX^^S-s^a; avr?;^ tvi%v ioxu 
iixaiorego¥ Bivai ^as . . (^^) • • i . . liai xmi 
^go^v[A,ej^ V60i)gys$¥ Tovg uv^Pej^ov^ EiioTAg 
in ^gog TO aXfi^ig riig owrn^ U¥»^(M'Scj$ Kai 
rnQ /3gj8^gyMENH2 XnPA2 . . O Ov 
5r^0$ ^X»o^(lvr^(t¥ rm xutm (rt;yO'v|//y Kui 

di r/^ lf«X67;^JaN E^/sT^r^To . . (^^) . . » 

IP Ttii aXgfayJ^6ft;N XOPAi . . (^") . . OTJw 

•wg EroX/^jyo-ay . • (^*) . . irfjv avAMgr^^<r/v , 
duri rOAMH20T2IN w - fjt^smp yag 
e^EiAgl g| a/wvo; ayrjy^ J/xAION • ro 
yavTo \(rrniJ(l KAI IIEP^ rm ro . . (^) . . 
«;y ^^0<rygy;jjxarft;y , icrt OTJgy gsr* ayra^v 
xum^itr^as . Tg^/ Jg rwv agj^^ctioreVClU ANA- 
METPHo'gft;*' gy ;(g/ . . vtifj^ovAig , ?; . . (^') 
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ix'09 (9*1 • • 0& • • ( ^) • • ( • • rA» owroKgaropt 
y^u^m .. 71 tot, tm aXXm « . • f aN dvTM 
itlKof TM fMvm iupufiEi^Cli ra rotavrm oX- 
. . cifg BzxcTrTuu , . (^*) . . uiTfitrAl rm AT- 

vgovoict • • ETOTj tPwoT (I) rot; AgijSio^ 
eEOT . . SOTAniKIOT ("') FAAjSa 
Ka/2a&^o$ ^sBaSTOt; avroKgarogos • Et^^I 
i/3 . . . 



TRANSLATION. 

{') I, Julius Demetrius, Commander of 
the Thebaic Oasis, have transmitted to you 
a copy of the Ordinance sent to me by 
the Lord Governor (*) Tiberius Julius 
Alexander* ; in order that being acquainted 
with it, you may enjoy the (A) benefits of the 
Immortal, the Divine and August Sulpicius 
Q) Galba the Emperor. The 1st Phaophi 

♦ Tiberius Alexander, praefectus 2Egy]^ti, primus 
in verba Vespasian! legiones adegit, calendis Julii, 
^ui principatus dies in posterum obsenratus est.— ^ 
Suetonius, Vespas. c« 6. 
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(S9th October,) of the year 2, according far 
the Augustan Calendar. 
, Tiberius Julius Alexander says: "Taking 
all possible care that the city should remain 
in proper (*) order, and should enjoy the 
benefits which have been conferred on it by 
the august Emperors, and that Egypt, con- 
tinuing in tranquillity, should obey the laws 
with cheerfulness, in abundance, and in the 
unprecedented (*) happiness of the (B) pre- 
sent times, not being aggrieved by new and 
unjust exactions : and almost from the time 
of my first entrance into the city, having 
been intreated by those who met me both 
at home (F) and (^) among the multitude of 
the most respectable persons here that are 
employed in cultivating the land, complain* 
ing of the outrages that had lately been 
committed : I have not ceased^ as far as lay 
in my power, to correct those things (J) 
which were the most urgent But that you 
may hope with the greater confidence for 
^ve^y advantage from him that has now 
shone out upon us for the safety of the 
whole race of mankind, our benefactor the 
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august Emperor Galba, both with regard to 
your protection (*) and to your comforts ; 
and that you may know that I have taken 
care of every thing that can contribute tq 
your advantage, I have issued positive 
edicts respecting every thing that was re- 
quired, as far as I had the power of judg- 
ing (^) and of acting : and with respect to 
things of greater importance, and which 
require the power and magnificence of the 
£mperor, I will explain them to him with 
perfect truth: the Gods having lent the 
(A) security of the world to this most ('°) aur 
spicious period. For I am well aware |;hat 
your remonstrances are most reasonable^ 
that men should not be brought against 
their will into the exchequers, or other (") 
payments of their substance, by force, and 
contrarily to the common custom of the 
provinces, and that the proper transaction 
of the business cannot require (E) that many 
who are unacquainted with such ('^) modes 
of proceeding should be brought up by 
force, having arbitrary impositions laid up- 
on them. I have therefore m3rself never 
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brought any man into the exchequer, nor 
will I ever do it ; knowing that this line of 
oonduct is for ('0 the public benefit: and 
that the imperial accounts should be &nn^ 
by those who undertake it wiltingly and 
according to their, ability : and I am per- 
suaded that no one in my (Z) time will force 
any person to act as a tax-gdtherer ('^) or 
public officer against his will, but that those 
who are disposed to come forwards volun-r 
tarily will have their services repaid : since 
I am determined rather to follow the es- 
tablished oistom of former governors than 
to CO imitate the occasional injustice of 
any individual. For some persons, under 
the pretence of a public demand, and 
baying made over the debts of others, 
have thrown several such defendants into 
the debtor's prison, and into other places 
of confinement, which for this very reason 
(^) I have thought proper to suppress, in 
order that money lent may be recovered 
from the property and not from the persons 
of the debtors : following herein the will 
of the Imperial Deity : and I ordain that 
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no one luider the character ('^ of a public 
accountant shall make over debts from 
others, which have not been originally so 
contracted : and that no freemen shall on 
any occasion be imprisoned unless they be 
criminals: nor be confined in the debtor's 
(**) prison unless they be in debt to the 
public revenue. But in order that the 
name of the public debt may not interfere 
with the interests of private commerce, and 
that the public faith may not be committed 
('9) by those who convert the rights of pri- 
ority of payment, or of " extent in aid,'* 
into an en^e of oppression, I have issued 
a positive edict on this subject also : for it 
has repeatedly been made known to me that 
some persons have attempted to withdraw 
pledges, which were (***) secured according 
to law, and to reclaim loans by force trimi 
those who had received the money, and to 
annul the validity of sales, dispossessing 
the purchasers of the things which they had 
bought (*') upon the pretence that the 
bargains were made with persons, who bad 
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received the property for a tenn only from 
the treasury, or with a military commander, 
ar a tax-gatherer, or some other person in- 
debted to the public revenue. I therefore 
ordain, that whenever any (**) commissioner 
or steward of the emperor entertains any 
suspicions of a person employed in the 
public business, he shall identify his name, 
or openly declare it, in order that if any be 
committed by such a person (**) • . two thirda 
of his property shall be held in the public 
records as a debt : but if any person neither 
having his name so entered, nor his property 
under (**) control, should lend according 
to the law, taking security, or should al- 
ready have received what he has lent, or 
should have bought any thing without hav* 
ing his name or his property entered, he. 
shall not be further disturbed. (**) But with 
respect to the marriage portions which are 
outstanding, and have (H) not become the 
property of the husbands, both the Imperial 
divinity and the governors of the province 
have ordered that they should be paid out 
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of the treasury to the wives, whose priority 
of payment (^) must remain inviolable. 
Applications have also been made to me 
respecting immunities and partial exemp- 
tions; among which are the peculiar pri- 
vileges (®) it has been represented to me that 
they ought to be preserved as the divine 
Claudius (*^) ordered in his rescript to 
Posthumus, conceding them; and it has 
been said that those things which had been 
exacted afterwards by individuals had been 
afterwards condemned, and that Maccus 
had condemned them ; and that the divine 
(**) Claudius had previously remitted them* 
Since therefore Balbillus and Vestinus have 
remitted these payments, I observe the de^ 
cisions of both these governors, which were 
also in conformity with the (^) gracious 
pleasure of the divine Claudius, so that the 
payments which had never been exacted 
were remitted, the immunities and partial 
exemptions being confirmed for the future ; 
and with respect to ('°) what had been ex- 
acted in the mean time on Caesar's account, 
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where a rent had been established, as Ves- 
tinus ordered that the proper sums should 
be paid : I ('') also decree, having remit- 
ted that which has not yet been exacted, 
that the proper payments should remain 
for the future as they are established : for 
it is unjust that those who have purchased 
('•) property, and paid the price for it should 
be required to pay a rent for their own 
estates, like public tenants ; it is also consis- 
tent with the gracious intentions (") of our 
august emp^x>rs, that the natives of Alex- 
andria, who are settled in the country for 
the purpose of exerciang their industry 
l^should be protected and encouraged.] ('+) 
It has often been demanded, and I adhere 
to the regulation, that no native of Alex- 
andria should be burdened with local ser- 
vices : and I shall ('0 ^^^ care that military 
commands shall be retained, where there 
has been any litigation, for three years, by 
those who shall be appointed to them. I 
declare, in general, that whenever a gover- 
nor shall once (^^) have given judgment^ 
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and acquitted a person brought before him, 
the person shall not again b^ brot%ht to 
trial : and if two governors shall have agreed 
in their opinion, the accuser shajl also be 
punished) who has brought the same a&ir 
twic€j into the court C^) of justice, and with 
no other e£fect than to afford a subject of 
complaint of extortion against himself and 
against tax-gatherers in general ; for many 
persons have thought proper rather to re- 
main deprived of their just possesdona, hav^ 
ing (^^) spent more than their value, from 
the custom of bringing the same actions be^ 
for^ every court of enquiry j and I n^J^e 
the same decree respecting private actions: 
that if Q^) any thing has been tried and 
dismissed, or shall be dismissed, by the 
judge appointed to tiy private causes, it 
shall no longer be lawful for the plaintiff 
to renew his suit, or to try the cause 
again : and whoever acts to the contrary, 
shall b? fined without (^) excuse ; for there 
will be no end of informations, if causes 
which have been dismissed are brought fw- 
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wards again continually^ until the culprit be 
condemned^ and the city having already 
become almost uninhabited, on account 
of the (^0 multitude of informers, and 
every family being disturbed by them, 
I peremptorily command, that if any one 
brings an action on his own account, and 
gives an information upon suspicion, in con«- 
junction with another, he must bring (**) 
forward the person from whom the informa- 
tion is obtained, in order that this person 
may not be exempt from responsibiUty i and 
if any person has given three informations 
upon suspicion, and has failed to support 
them by proof, it shall not be lawful for him 
to institute any action in future, but he shall 
be mulcted half of (*0 his property ; for it 
is most unjust that one, who has endangered 
the property and honour of many, should 
himself escape wholly without responsibility. 
And> in all cases, I (^) also direct the Re- 
gistrar of the Immortal Imperial Deity to take 
account of all innovations inconsistent with 
the gracious intentions of the Augusti » • • 
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(♦*) . . . those wha have been proved to be 
corrupt informers I have punished as they 
deserved. I am well aware that you ahready 
take great care for the tranquillity of Egypt : 
(f) the expenses of public works that you 
have to sustain, I have controlled as 
much as possible ; for I have had many ap- 
plications from agriculturists throughout 
the country, informing me, that they had 
often been judicially compelled (+7) ., 
• . other exorbitant taxes in corn and 
money: and that facilities were not a£* 
forded to those who attempted to improve 
their estates upon an extensive scale; 
and that these and similar adjudications 
had taken place, not only in the Thebaid 
(^) and in the more distant Nomes, but that 
they had extended to the very suburbs of 
the city, the proper territory of the Alex- 

andrians^ and to the Mareotis (^^) 

., to the commanders of the Nomes, 

that if they have surcharged any person 
within the last five years with sums which 
were not universally, or for the most part. 
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paid by the Nomes, or befcMre •*.«•••.• (^'') 

shall be judged; they shall retire 

the assessments to their former state, and 
shall relinquish the demand of what has 

been exacted by the tax«o£Bce for the • 

('')•• ••..likewise heretofore; and the ex- 
cessive power of the collectors in all parta^ 
and the complaints that are made of their 
many exaggerated charges and litigations 

Q*) ..•••. whence it has happened that 

they have been enriched, but that the tran- 
quillity of Egypt has been disturbed: I 
now also command these same persons not 
to assess any taxes according to the exam- 
ple of another place ('^') not to make 

any alterations in the general arrangements 
without obtaining judgment from a go- 
vernor : and I direct that the military com- 
manders shall receive nothing from the tax- 
gatherers without (*♦) ... or the governors: 
and if any other revenue officers should be 
found to have carried off property upon fel«e 
pretences, or contrarily to law, they shall 
make restitution to the individuals, so- as to 
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i^educe the payment to that which has been 
established of old, and shall pay a fine to 
the treasury. It is also in consequence of 
a similar fraud that demands have been 
made for taxes upon an average rate, and 
not in conformity with the actual ascent of 

the inundation ..... (*^) having taken 

into account some ancient registers of the 
ascents of former years j while in fact no- 
thing seems more just than that the tax 
should be paid according to the inundation 
of the current year Q'') and it is na- 
tural that the cultivators should continue 
their labours with the greater alacrity, when 
they know that they are to be rated ac- 
cording to the actual inundation, and the 
extent of the grounds overflowed ...... (^) to 

corrupt informations regarding the average 
rate, and the old duties which are demand- 
ed : and if any person in bringing evidence 
shall be found to have falsified it, he Q^) shall 
pay a fine of three times the amount to the 
public treasury. And with regard to those 
who have been alarmed by hearing of the 
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ftdtneftfturements which have takeitplactf in 

the contktty about Alexandiia (^) th^t 

was no need of it with respect to the old 
land, upon which the measuring rod was 
never carried ; let them not entertain uny 
unnecessary anxiety: neither have they 
dared to propose an admeasurement^ nor 
will they dare to do it ^ for it must still re*, 
main at the just rate established from time 
immemorial i and I ordain the same coH* 

ceming (^) ., the late additions^ *0 that 

none of them shall be disturbed^ But with 
respect to the more ancient admeasure^ 
ments ..«*.«•• (^') ^ many as have ftequently 
;.«• have had no other effect than to rob 
those who have been cited, and to .«».« (^) 
».. by writing to the Emperor, respecting 
the affairs of others, if I explain them to 
him who alone is able entirely to remove 
such difficulties k..« .«••• (^0 demanding for 
their preservation t his constant beneficence 
and vigilance. . • . , . In the first year of the 
everliving deity (^) (I) Sulpicius Galba 
Gtesar Auj^stus the Smperor ) Bpipfai 1% 
or July 9. (A. D. 6a,) 
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On the south corner of the east point is 
the following : 

^3-g/fl'iyS' fjLoi VTTO rov xvgiov fjyBfji^ovog (*) tntrro*' 
^Vi9 ^^^ '^^^ vTrorsTocyf^Bvcoi ^go(rraTMAT!t 
(*) r(t(^)oc'x'Oy^u^x*lC[JLtv uttotztux^ ^* ^«^** 
TE2 (0 ATra »ATANoH^;jrs, xa< fojy^fy 
icrg»amoi^ro<ffTfO(rTETArMENOI2 (^) EF- 
XEIPIZHTE- EToTS (^) gmrDi; rs^sgiov 
xXaviicv KUio-agog (^) 2EBA2TOT TEP- 
MANlxov ccvroxgot^rogog* f^B^stJ? E(') FNAl- 
02 0TAAEPI02 ZAUlrm ^otruimicoc 
(rr§»rfiy€oi ooLtreCl^ C) ••• '^^^ ^oXBisi)g mo ••.. 
^nKOt, huT^iiMtQ^) . . . »C°)gow'^ocg . . . BOyXo- 
fA,at wv esfji^ (") T$ rrjs fji^tirgovoKBi rov vofMv 

tvctifiuoig rPAMMA2I {'') xuTA (rrBXrir 
a ^BVTjrui fO'X,^ Err $fM>v. 



H 2 
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TRANSLATION. 

(') Posidonius coramander.(*) I have trans- 
mitted you copies of the letter sent to me 
by the Lord Governor Q) with the ordi- 
nance contained in it, (♦) in order that 
being acquainted with them (^) you may 
act in coi^ormity with them, and do nothing 
contrary to these commands. (*) In the 
ninth year of Tiberius Claudius Caesar Q) 
Augustus Germanicus the Emperor, Mechir 
5 (*) or Jan. 81. (A.D. 24.) Cnaeus Valerius 
Capito to Posidonius the commander of the 
Oasis (9) The city being . • . . C) • • I re- 
quire you therefore (") to affix them sepa- 
rately in the chief city of the Nome (") in 
clear and legible characters ('') on a column^ 
and let this be done speedily, in my time. 

The succeeding inscription is probably 
the ordinance mentioned in the last, as it 
has no preface or date, and is engraved on 
the middle of the south side of the east 
point : 
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Q) Tvouog lovXi0c xcMCirm X^Fe/ * (^) %oti 

^o^paXoylQ)ocg vro rm ^T^sovsxnxcjg xas 

y$i¥%(r^(ti • Koti 9VV is e¥ tff rap KifivaiN fuaX^ 
icva (^) sy¥o^¥9 vito^stru in avaKitrxerui rivcc 
agUot^ovranf 0L7rX6>(^)g rm en rcag ^tio^ig ig 
VToxl£,Ifji,&¥0^ ug iccTuvMg (J) xui Clviag nvrm * 
rcc fMjTS cvTCf, fitfirs o^u\ovra E/ya/ * (^) 
ifMiojg is xui avYctgum ovofjLUTif ii* o xtXEuaf 
rovg (^) hoisvoNrctg itcx^ rm »ofi,av (rrganofrttg 
aiFTTTIOTS xai (") ^rarogag xtti kxoLroJH 
rag'XjaLg xcti ;^^X/af%oyj xm rovZ AO/(")toi;^ 
MOLVTCtg (N) fMi^Bv X»jC4j8aygxv ^lyjg ayyA- 
gtu%iy , u fjt^ (*^) ,riytg Sfjf^a. hrXu)fj(,ar» 
Bj(,^^h »a< rovrovg it trreytii fjuovpv JsC')- 
%«fl'S'a< rovg iiBg^ofJt,eyovg • wroxeifJt.Bvov rs ftij- 
isvct fLfibtv 5r^ar('^)rs^y sfo; rm vto fjLU*BifJ(^ov 
cruOsvraxv • pTa» is rig im^ ri ag i6{'^)iofj(,6vo¥ 
Xoyi(njro^i xcn Bis-xgu^fit ififjf^otrlocy rourov ro 
isxa^T^ovv ('^) sTcff BXTgoc^ej ov otTrog STga^iv 
rov vofj(,ov • KUi rat f^fi»X(r(tvrt (*^) ro rgrPa- 
^Xouriov f^sPog itacra sx rijg rov xaro^xgi^ 
Bivrog ovffiag ('^) • ol ^oLcriXixoi y^oLfji^fji^oCrsig 
xai X6}fi,oyg(i[jL[Jt,a,TBig xot,t ro5roy^ajM»C)MA- 
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T$$g %(vf(x, vo(L^ wafva ctra ianramroLi iK row 
90fi^v $ig ri¥» (^°) .... crErgctxreu xagor- 
X^yo^^, fl tfXXo r$ ecu ayOPBHSay Ktn c • • . 
...(*') s^fjKoyre^ Efior»i o^ ol ^irl rUg 
^(3»iiog ?/«.... iTgXXfi ogo . . (") \cy$r- 
TfjgiU^ zai rgo$ fia(riXifif!f roN xttitrttgog ««•- 

>,$T&BgO¥ ^ . . . . y (*') TOO X^ytff'TngiCU , 

xaf Tou^ tzXayitrrag TtfimrCliritp^ U tbt^ 
^tx^tt TO iixuiov (**) yisXoysvfJUBPcv fi flrAf A- 

(continued on the north comer of the south 
side of the east point) JE KAI BOTXo^fl6« 

iflkovcr^cti .... ^r^o$ fj ugyvgsop it . 
^^i' (TXiTtatrtKOv . . . ^^ofToy dKOVcrct^ $ 

^ctgec Tfjv rov zvgtov iroKiMfi%Aif ti&tti 

.... Ttrig ri Xufjt,(BctPo .... ^oAXuKig ntu^ 

Vct/r . . . iav rdlg y^a . . • goyga^Ti 

(TTgarfjrCli . . . ^tjkovtcc . * * , gov xgog r 
coa ga • • . . 'jcuvrag . • . k»i ra afjt, • . 

»ut TOiAvTfn i ^BgsXtrrov . • • fjiti 

^VcXeyci) . , . . rcjp u KUt ... vot tot .... rovg 

a . . • . (pso'oufjX $Xour^6) «... iTonf 

. . . . y fj(,ot i^zra .... ay^ . . . (tur . . . on 
gig . . . MHTPosroXE/ roy dXoy yo 
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TBANSLATION. 

(') Caasus Julius? or Valerius *Captto 
$9yS9 C) I ^^^ ^<^^ heard long ago, that 
some unjust expenses and overcharges Q) 
bad been made by persons avariciously and 
shamelessly abusing (^) the properties of in* 
dividuals ; and I have lately become more 
particularly acquainted with such practices 
in the Libyan territory (0> on the pretence 
that sums have been expended by the plain* 
tiffs (^) for the use of the defendants, as be- 
ing subject to such expenses upon their 
barons • • • which charges are neither true 
nor admissible (^). And the like abuses have 
occiured with regard to couriers ; wherefore, 
I commaad {^) all those belonging to the 
Egyptian axmy, who are travelling through 
the Nomes, whether Serjeants ? Q°) or cen* 
turions, or tribunes, or of any other de- 
scription {") to refrain from receiving any 
thing, or exacting any services, ('^) unless 

* In Grater's inscriptions we find a Julius Capita 
and a Valerius Capito. 
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they are furnished with warrants from me, 
and that they shall then be only accommo- 
dated with lodgings Q^) on their journey : 
it being understood that nothing shall be 
required ('♦) beyond what was established 
by Maximus ; and if any thing further be 
given, or be considered ('*) as given, and be 
publicly exacted by any one ('^), I will impose 
a fine upon him to ten times the amount that 
he has exacted from the nome, and I give a 
('^) fourfold portion to the. informer out of 
the property of the offender ('*). The royal 
scribes, and the village clerks Q^) and the 
clerks of the districts, in each nome, shall 
keep a register of all the payments that are 

made on account of the nome (*°) in 

order that if any thing has been unjustly ex- 
acted, or if any other injury has been com- 
mitted, it may be redressed (*') . . coming up, 
the thing being known : but the inhabitants 
of the Thebaid may have recourse. to the 

(**) tribunals ; and let them address 

themselves to Basilides, the freedman of 
Caesar, or (**) . . of the tribunal, and to the 
judges belonging to that department: and 
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if any thing shall have been adjudged or 
exacted contrary to what is just (**) . • will re- 
ward the informer. (H) In like manner .... 

([The fragment which follows may possibly 
be a part of this decree, but it is tpo imper- 
fect to be translated.]] 

On the south side of the eastern Portal. 

Tovg '^iV(roL[ji,tyjovi xiXsvM i 

^VKX/BXrag rm vofjt^m .... . A^Xfi^r^v avay 

miKi .... {Am<pvg . . . vz[mcuv .... 

fLOTiKM .... ^X ... • fficMririv .... xai • • 
rig iovcmvug hu • . . yii • • . • avrm uvai 
cpctvBgov .... TjfJLOLAoyov Qbitiio) . • r • • vdimXo 
. . , . iTovg TTgClTov xat^u^og ^gjSASTOT 

In these fragments we can only under- 
stand that "it may be lawful to any one who 
is willing ... I order those who have falsi- 
fied the elders of the nomes .... about 

to show .... to send . . The first year of 
Caesar Augustus, Pachon 1, or April 26." 
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This is however sufficient to show the na- 
ture of the inscriptioa *. 

* A few corrections of these inscriptions have been 
f oggested to Dr. Young by a coUation with M. Cail- 
liaud's copies, which have been received since the com- 
pletion of the translations in their present state ; and 
it has been considered as more satisfactory to leave the 
originals suggestions unaltered in the first instance, 
and to mention separately the corrections derived from 
this comparison. 

VOTES ON THE VIRST IVSCRIPTION. 

(A) Read and translate eu^eo-iwir. L P Xovmov Xi0mv 

cefiaamt » . • • '' You may enjoy its benefits* In the 
aecond year of Lucius Livius Augustus Sulpicius 
Galba the Emperor : the first of Phaophi (29 October) 
according to the imperial Julian calendar.*' Suetonins 
informs us that Galba took the names of Lucius Livius 
instead of Servius* 

(B) Tp*ff"/Afy*o-Ttj. 

(r) K(»t xar oXtyov;. .^^both in Small numbers and in 
multitudes." 

(A) ruv &Fvy roEfuEvertt^ytfy • • ^' the Gods having re- 
served." 

(E) ovk oXiyuv sPXex^s ra rpoy/Aar* . . *' that it has been 
injurious to the affairs of not a few persons." 
(z) m)* IK TO |AcXAoy « • << no one for the future.** 
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(H) aMoTp»»; ov(Tci^. 

(0) vfoa-ohKoc^ probably some " entrance duties," in- 
stead of " peculiar privileges.** 

(I). L; itf^Qv Xoxnuw Xu^iov . . ** Lucius Livlus" agon. 

NOTES ON THE SECOND ZNSCRIPTIOK. 

(A) L, for £Tov^, a common symbol : /^ex^*^ ^> ^^ 
seventh of Mechir. 

(M) hocroiyfAOc. 

NOTES ON THE TITIRD INSCHIPTION. 

(N) The whole of the eleventh line is omitted by 
M. Cailliaud, to the total destruction of the sense, 
(s) ^to^^arofAou .» *^1 will make reparation/' 

NOTE ON BELZONl's INSCRIPTIONS* 

It appears from M. Cailliaud's plates, that in Belzoni's 
Travels, p. 339, B, for 3^ tov Xaxxov we must read ** wpv^x 
^ov Xo^xxov . ," having presented them to Mneuis : **I have 
dug the cistern** and probably ^nfo? rauw, ** The month 
Payni," omitting half a drachm* The eighth year of 
C«sar ; ** but ** ^v\»kkov, " as M. Cailliaud has printed 
it, is evidently an erroneous interpolation. The con- 
jectural reading of " Serapis and Mneuis ** at the end 
must be abandoned as inconsistent with the charactets 
copied by M. Cailliaud. In inscription D, after ^AvixKifn 
insert xa) i in £, for dvi^nKi read dviintM . • '* at my own 
expense have dedicated.*' 

7 
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Having completed our measurements of 
the Temple, we again went to the Necropo- 
lis to examine it more leisurely than we had 
done before. It contains apparently not 
fewer than two, or three hundredlDuildings 
of unbumt brick, ranged without attention 
to regularity, and of various sizes and shapes. 
The greater number of them however are 
square, surmounted by a dome, similar to 
the small mosques erected over Shehks* 
4x)mbs, having for the most part a corridor 
running round, which produces an orna- 
mental effect very striking at a distance, and 
gives them a nearer resemblance to Roman, 
than to any existing specimen of Greek or 
Egjrptian architecture. Some few are larger 
than the rest ; one in particular is divided 
into aisles, like our churches ; and that it 
had been used as such, by the early Christ- 
ians, is clearly evinced by the traces of saints . 
painted on the wall. Many have Coptic or 
perhaps Greek inscriptions, but written in a 
hand not legible, and a few Arabic. In all 
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we entered there is the Greek cross, and 
the celebrated Egyptian hieroglyphic, the 
Crux Ansata^ which originally signifying 
life would appear to be adapted as a Christ* 
ian emblem either from its similarity to the 
shape of the cross, or from its being consi- 
dered the symbol of a state of future exist* 
ence. But the great peculiarity is a large 
square hole in the centre of each, evidently 
for the purpose of containing a Mummy, 
and which, from the fragments and wrap» 
pings that lay scattered about, had probably 
been ransacked for the sake of plunder. 

It is therefore obvious that these buildings 
formed a cemetery to the town which stood 
near or about the temple of El Carg6, and 
were subsequently used for sacred purposes 
by the Christian inhabitants, or at a later 
period, as places of retreat to them when 
persecuted by the Mohammedans. 

I should imagine these sepulchres to be 
of Roman construction at ah early period^ 
since it is generally believed that the pra6> 
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tice of embalming was gradually diiscoliti^ 
nued in Egypt after the extension <^ Chm^ 
tianity ; but among the various receptacles 
for the remains of the dead, from the stu<- 
pendous pyramid to the rudest cavern, I 
know of none existing or recorded, at all 
corresponding with them in shape and ap* 
pearance. Considering them therefore as 
highly curious from their structure as weU 
as unique of their kind, I sincerely hope that 
any future traveller who may come her^ 
will particularly direct his attention to thesn^ 
and that moreover he will be able to do what 
we could not, make faithful transcripts of 
the inscriptions. 

The account a£S>rded us in the ancient 
authors with respect to the locality of 1^ 
Oases, is as far as it goes quite satis&ictoiy* 
Hie Arabic geographers on tbe oth^ hand 
are less clear ; nor is it very easy to follow 
€Xt comprehend thdr sites and positkxis, but 
as they contain some curious infbnnatioii» 
it may not be munteresting to liie reader to 
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hovo 1^6 itatemetits of both previous to my 
giving the result of my own observation. 

Among the modems^ tlus subject has 
been- very ably discussed by D'Anville, 
MichaeliS) and Major Rennell, more espe- 
cially the latter, and I have frequent occa- 
fdon to refer to their opinions and argu- 
ments ; but still they laboured under the 
disadvantage of want of local investigation, 
and in consequence were not unfrequentiy 
reduced to argue upon supposition*— In* 
deed Michaelis, in lamenting our ignorance 
of many interesting circumstances relating 
to Egypt, says, ♦ *• Nobody has ever been 
to the Faioum who was skilled in astronomy 
or able to ascertain where he was, andzione 
has ever approached the El Ouahs at alL** 
Hartmannt also at the end of hk dis- 
eertation adds '' I have collected the diff^s- 

♦ Abulfeda cum notis Michaelis. Golt. 1771, Oct. 
t Edrifisi caravit Hartmann. <3ott. 1796^ Editio 
sltera, 8vo^ 
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ent relations concerning the Oases, but aid 
unable to put them together ; let him do so^ 
to whom it may ever happen to visit these 
regions." With such encouragement there- 
fore I feel myself justified in proceeding in 
my enquiry. 

Herodotus * in his account of the march 
of Cambyses's army against the Ammonians 
mentions its arrival at the city Oasis. As 
other writers speak of this place, and it is 
of consequence to my subject to ascertain 
its site, I shall endeavour to do so hereafter, 
and at the same time make some further 
remarks on this celebrated expedition. 

Strabot refers to the Oases in three or four 
passages; the following are translations 
of the two of most importance. " The 
Egyptians Call the inhabited tracts sur- 
rounded in a circle by great deserts^ 

* Herodotus, Thalia, Sect. 26. p. 207- Fol. Ed. 
Wesseling. Amst. 1763. 
t Straboy Xylandri. p. 940. 
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like ialands in^ the 3ea, Auases as .there 
are many in Africa. Of these, three border 
upon Egypt and are subject to it*." Af- 
terwards t "Of the three Auases I have 
mentioned the first is towards Abydus dis- 
tant from it seven days' journey over the.de- 
scgct, and is well supplied with, water, wine, 
SMPtd other necessaries. The second is to- 
>^rds, the lake Moeris, and the third. near 
tha oracle of Ammon. And these habitable 
dis^tricts are worthy of notice.'* 

Pliny's remarks are yery brief : "There 
ai;e • two Arsinoite nomes, which^ tc^ether 
with the Memphite, reach to the upper part 
of^tibie Delta ; to which the two Oasitasare 
conterminous t." 

Ptolemy § gives us the latitudes of the 

* By an error of the transcriber, all the edition^ of 
this author have Anaseis for Auaseis, which is a mode 
of spelling equally common with Oaseis. 

t Strabo, Xylandri. p. 940. 

X Plin. Hist. Nat, lib. 5. cap. 9. £d. Delphi 4to. 

§ Ptolemaei Geogr. Montani. Franckfort 1605, folio. 
I 
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Great Oaaia--£6^ SO'. The Small^S^^ 

Olympiodorus, however, who, as native 
of the neighbouring region of the Thebaii^ 
"was the most accurately informed respecting 
this region, though his tendency to exagge- 
rate cannot be denied, makes the following 
valuable observation : *^ There are three 
Oases ; two large oQe&— one of them exte- 
rior^ and the other interior, lying opposite 
to one another, a hundred miles apart. There 
is too a third small one, at a considerable 
distance from the other two, which is an 
island, as fish, or fragments of fish, are(^Eten 
seen in the mouths of birds, which makes 
it probable the sea is not far off*." 

Such then is the information the ancient 
authors afford us respecting these districts 
collectively. The Arabic writers are more 
diffuse, though less distinct in their state- 
ments ; but, for reasons before given, I shall 
quote their remarks at full length. 

♦ Olympiodorus apud Phot. Bibl, page 192. 
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Abulfada q>eaks only <^ the Alvabat® iu 
generalj which, he says, i^ a region abound- 
ing in palms and springs^. <' The desert 
^Airrounds the Alvahat® like inlands in the 
middle of the sand, and there is betwew 
them and the $aidt a desert of three day«' 
journey." 

The author of the book Lobad writes the 
name Alvach, and says it is a celebrated 
region of Egypt, which is contiguous on the 
west to the deserts of Africa. Jacutust, 
in his Homonymes, declares it should be 
written Vachatas without the Al, and add3> 
.<' there are three regions to the west of the 
Said of Egypt beyond the mountains, which 
run parallel with the NUe, and are called 
the first, middle, and farthest Vachas. Of 
these the first is cultivated, and has warm 
springs, with a foetid smell ; and thepalm«, 

* Abulfeda a Michaelis Gott. 8vo. 

t Said is the modern Arabic name of the Thebaid. 

% Of Jacutus, or Jakyt, I can obtain no informa- 
tion^ except that he was author of a Geographical 
Dictionary. D'Herbelot does not mention him. 
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jamong other things, are greatly to be ad- 
mired ; the fields are well tilled, btft the 
people wretdhed.** 

Hartmann * has given us the passagef from 
Jacutus more in detail — " Three regions, 
which bound the Said on the west, are 
called Alvahat. Egypt is terminated on the 
east and west by a chain of mountains 
which include the Nile, like wings on both 
sides, from the beginning of itiJ course, till 
th« eastern reaches Al Mokattam, and then 
breaks off. Beyond this is nothing but the 
desert of Arabia, and the Sea Kolsomt. The 
other runs to the sea (Mediterranean). Be- 
yond the western chain of mountains is the 
first Al Vah, which, commencing opposite 
the Faioum, extends to Assouan. This re- 
gion is^ inhabited, and abounds in handsome 
villages, and palms> the fruit of which ex- 
cels that of any other part of Egypt. A 

* Edrissi, a Hartmann, Gott. 8vo. 

f Kolsom is the Red Sea, and the desert here spaken 
of i» not what is now called Arabia, but that desolate 
tract which lies between Egypt and this sea. 
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line of mountain running in the same direc- 
tion as the other, divides this fi:om a second 
Al Vah, which is not so well inhabited as 
the first. Beyond this, separated in the same 
manner by another ridge, is a third Al Vah, 
which is still less cultivated than the other 
two. In this is the city Sinraaria, with an 
abundance of palms, and copious streams 
of brackish water, which the inhabit- 
ants of this tract drink; and if they 
taste any other, they find it insalubrious. 
There are six stations between the farthest 
Al Vah (or the extremity of the Al Vah) 
and the country of the Nubians, inhabited 
by barbarous tribes like the Luvatae and 
others." Hartmann declares he is ignorant 
where the city of Sinmaria, or Sanmaria is, 
but thinks it can hardly be Santariah spoken 
of by Edrissi, which is the same as Siwah. 

Edrissi, in the 4th Section of the 1st 
Climate, informs us, ** Al Vahat is near 
Assouan, to the west of it. This region, 
which is now desolate and uninhabited,, was 
formerly well peopled. Streams run through 
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it, and trees and deseed towns still re- 
main. So also from the back of this region 
to Cavar and Cucu, the country is 00^ 
vered with palms, and ruins of buildings. 
Ibn Haukal * relates, that ^* there are in this 
district goats and sheep quite undomesti- 
cated, which fly from men, and are pursued 
by hunters like wild beasts. The greater 
part of the Alvahatas extend farther down, 
and there are ruins, concerning which, God 
willing, I will treat hereafter.*' 

This account of the ruins unfortunately 
has not been preserved to us, as Hartmann 
remarks in his note — " There is, no doubt, 
much left out between this and the preced- 
ing paragraph, by the Epitomiser. For in- 
stance, the description he promised of the 
ruins is wanting, and many other things, 
the loss of which we much lament.*' Edriasi 
tells us afterwards, in the 2nd Section 

* Ebn Haucal, author of a prolix book on geogra- 
phy, cited frequently by Abulfeda, lived in the tenth 
century. D'Herbelot—- Att. Haucal. Sir Wm. Ovaelej 
has, I believe, translated his work into English. 
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of the 4th Climate, " That the remain. 
ing part of the region, Al Vahat, runs 
to the south as far as the country of the 
Taguitae* Between Al Vahat, in which are 
serpents, found no where eke, and the 
boundary of Nubia, is an interval of three 
days/' 

This same editor, in his notes, gives the 
following passage from Ibn el Vardi*« 
*^ There are places called Alouhat, inhabited 
by Berbers and blacks, abounding in vil- 
lages, where the heat is very great. They 
are situated along the mountains, which are 
between Egypt and the desert. Wild asses 
are found there, spotted black and white, 
(Zebras?) which are so attached to the 
country, that they die when they leave it. 
Formerly much saffron and sugar-cane was 
grown in this district/' 

* Zeineddin Omar Ben Modhaffer Ben al Vardi, 
who died in the year 749 of the Hegira, was author of 
a poem on the explication of Dreams, and likewise of 
a Work on Arabic Geography. D'Herbelot — Vardt. 
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Having, I fear, trespassed too much on 
the patience of the reader, I shall finish 
these quotations by remarking that Leo 
Afiricanus* concludes a list of the "Is- 
lands*' which stretch across the north of 
Africa, with Gadamis, Rzza (Fezzan), Au- 
gila, and Eloah, and in another place informs 
us that the El Ouah is a country situate in 
the desert of Libya, a hundred miles from 
Egypt, where there are three forts, many 
houses, rich fields, and an abundance of 
date trees. 

It appears clear, then, that the ancients 
considered the Oases connected with Egypt, 
to be three in number, though the Arabic 
writers both divided and enumerated them 

♦ John Leo was a Mohammedan by birth, born at 
Grenada; when his native place was taken in 1492, 
by Ferdinand and Isabella, he retired into Africa, where 
he resided a considerable time and was thence called 
African us. He embraced Christianity under Leo Xth, 
who highly esteemed him. He died about 1 526, leav- 
ing a very valuable geographical description of Africa, 
written in Arabic ; and likewise a work on the lives of 
^he Arabian Philosophers. 
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differently. The most, northerly was that of 
the Ammonians where was the temple and 
oracle of Jupiter Ammon, which has been 
spoken of and described by so many ancient 
authors. It is not my intention to sift into 
their evidence, but merely to state in a few 
words the result of modem enquiry respect- 
ing this celebrated spot. 

Siwah, on the great caravan road between 
Egypt and the west of Africa, was long sup- 
posed to correspond with the site of it, but 
still its locality was not accurately ascer- 
tained, and much was left to vague conjec- 
ture. Under this uncertainty, Browne, who 
had arrived at Alexandria in the month of 
January 1792, determined to explore it pre- 
vious to prosecuting his grand object of pe- 
netrating into the Soudan. Accordingly, 
on the 27th of February he set out, and 
following the same direction as Alexander 
the Great, coasted the Mediterranean as far 
as Bareton, near the ancient Paraetonium, and 
then turning southwards, reached Siwah the 
twelfth day. He found the Oasis in which 
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that town is placed, extremely luxuriant and 
fertile, extending about six miles in length, 
and four and a half in width, which accords 
well enough with the ancient accounts. 
There were also the remains of an Egyptian 
temple of great antiquity, but of such small 
dimensions, being only 32 feet long, by 15 
wide, that he could not imagine it to be that 
he sought, though he could hear of none 
other near. 

In 1798 it was again visited by Mr, 
Homemani who was sent out by the Afiican 
Association for the purpose of exploring the 
Fezzan, and the adjoining countries. Hk 
account differs materially from Browne's, 
both as to the extent of the Oasis, and <he 
size of the temple : but these discrepancies 
are accounted for, and in some degree re« 
coDciled, by air William Young, secretary 
to the Association, in an appendix to Home- 
man's Journal. That Siwah was the site of 
Ammon* has since been satis&ctorily proved 
by m&yx Rennell, in his valuable work on 
the geograf^y of Herodotus, but should any: 
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doubt still exist, it may be considered as set 
at rest, by some agents, lately sent there by 
Mr* Bankes, having, I am informed, disco- 
vered the triple enclosure, and the Ram'a 
head, the distinctive mark of Jupiter Am- 
mon. The same author likewise identifies 
Siwah with the Santariah of the Arabic 
geographers, though this name is not known 
to the natives. It lies in ^G"" 24/ £• Longi- 
tude, and 29' 12' North Latitude. 

The ancient writers, though they gene- 
rally agreed in placing the Oasis Parva near 
the lake Moeris, had but a very imperfect 
knowledge of its situation, which is not to 
]^ wondered at considering that it lies out 
of any regular line of communication. 
Ptolemy indeed marks it in 28^ 45' North 
JjAtitude, but in giving us the meridiaa as 
measured from Alexandria, he would place 
it due south of the lake. Since, however, 
his position of the lake itself, as well as of 
one or two leading points in this district is 
obviously erroneous, it would be in vain to 
trast to him as a guide to what is more fe« 
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mote and uncertain. Major Reanell has 
endeavoured to ascertain the site by calcu- 
lation ; the result of which is that he woi^d 
look for this Oasis at Bahnasa» which AbuU 
feda lays down about eighty three geogra- 
phical miles to the west of another place of 
the same name, the ancient Oxyrinchus ; 
but he allows that he goes upon mere con- 
jecture. Here the matter rested, until Mr. 
Belzoni undertook to explore this portion of 
the desert in the month of May 1819. 
Quitting the Nile at Sediman, and proceed- 
ing in a westerly direction, on the sixth 
day he passed by Regen El Cazar, a culti- 
vated spot now deserted, and on the ninth 
arrived at the El Ouah El Cazar ; a journey 
which occupied him but seven days on his 
return. The extent of ruins which induced 
him to imagine that he had discovered the 
temple of Ammon, render it probable that 
this El Ouah was the principal position of 
the less Oasis j but it must be confessed that 
it is farther to the west than we should have 
been led to expect. In fact its distance of 
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ftmr or five days' journey to the south east 
of 85 wah would agree well with Edrissi'is 
y te 6f Aiii Cais (the fountain of Cais) the 
Pond Solis 6f Ptolemy; and the peculiarity 
of the spring which Belzoni describes, may 
perhaps strengthen this opinion. I must 
leave to 'others to decide this point, but it 
seems very clear that the district of the less 
as well as of the great Oasis, was composed of 
a certain number of inhabited spots, though 
the name was sometimes merely applied to 
the principal. Among these were the EI 
Ouah el Haix discovered by Belzoni three 
days to the south of El Cazar, and perhaps 
the most southerly was the El Ouah EI 
Gherbi mentioned by Browne as only two 
days to the north of El Carge. The follow- 
ing passage from D* Anville much confirms 
this idea : " Nous n*avons aucun notion 
actuelle correspondante au petit El Oualh, 
mais je vois la petite Oasis partagee en 
deux dans la Notice de PEmpire, puis qu' 
une Poste en cette Oasis (Oasi minore) en 
ajoutant le nom de Trinytheos est du de- 
partment de la Thebaide." 
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With respect to the Oasifi Magiia» th!^ 
is no room for difference of opinioni nor do 
I imagine that any doubt has ever existed 
of its occupying that portion of the libym 
Desert, which extends about 100 miles frote 
north to south, from £1 Carg6 to Mughess, 
and contains besides them about four or 
five cultivated stations which intervene. 
Strabo, it is true, would remove it to seven 
days* journey from Egypt, while caravans 
now perform the journey in four or five; 
but he clearly means the same by placing 
it opposite to Abydos, which coincides wi<ii 
the situation of El Carg6 ; and the differ- 
ence between that place and Ptolemy's po- 
sition is not very material*. As the cara- 

* Ptolemy lays down Oasis Magna 26* 30' N. L. 
whereajs I have marked £1 Carg6 at 26** T. I do not 
think a difference of 29 minutes, should this be cor- 
rect, is sufficient to make us doubt the identity of the 
two, more especially as Ptolemy's knowledge of the 
geography of the Desert is not very accurate, as I Have 
shown above. V7ith regard to the longitude, as I 
imagine the site of this place has never been accurately 
ascertained, I have ventured to place it considerably 
more to the east than Browne, in order to make it 
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van route between £g}rpt and the Soudan 
passes tlut>ugh this region, several Euro* 
peans have traversed it; among others 
FoQcet''^, Vansleb, andBrowne, in 1798 ; but 
it is certainly very singular that not one 
should ever have heard of the splendid 
ruins, some of which lie almost in their 
path. Edrissi distinctly mentions them, 
and, in the passage we have unfortunately 
lost, has most probably performed his pro* 
mise of describing them. 

But one author, ancient or modern, ap* 
pears to have known, or at least distinctly 
mentioned the farther or more western 

agree with our calculations. This is done with defer* 
encei and is open to correctioni but as El Carge ha9 
hitherto been marked, we should have travelled three 
miles and a half an hour between it and the Nile, which 
exceeds every average. 

* Poncet was a French physician^ who was sent 
into Abyssinia on a special mission by Mr. Maillet, the 
French Consul at Cairo in the year ]698. The Je- 
suits strongly opposed his journey, and raised a great 
outcry against him, by their endeavours to invalidate 
bis statements. I regret not having seen his work. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



198 JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

Oasis ; a silence the more extraordinary asf 
the extent of the ruins, and especially the 
traces of Roman stations, which prove a 
regular communication when belonging to 
the empire, render it very improbable that 
the geographers of that age should have 
been wholly ignorant of it. On the other 
hand, if it had been known, the peculiarity 
of situation would hardly have allowed it 
to be passed over ; and that it ever should 
have been considered a part of the Greart 
Oasis, seems nearly impossible from the 
space between them, and from the ridge of 
mountain which nature has marked as the 
barrier between the two. Such, however, 
is the case ; and to Olympiodorus we are 
indebted for the only account of this singu- 
lar district. His description is clear and 
explicit: " There are three Oases^ two 
large ones, one exterior and other interior, 
Ijdng opposite to one another, a hundred 
miles apart." From ignorance of the ex- 
istence of this, D* Anville imagines that our 
author refers to the position of the less 
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Oasis to the north of the Great j but the re- 
lations of exterior and interior can only ap- 
ply to the respective situations of the Great 
Oasis with that I am describing. Besides 
which the distance he makes between the 
two -very nearly agrees with our calcula- 
tion. It is just possible that Edrissi alludes 
to this, when he says, " From the back of 
the region (the Great El Ouah) as far as 
Cuou and Cavar, are a continuation of 
ruiiii» and palms." The Arabic geographers 
called the northern part of that portion of 
Libya joining this region Cavar, and the 
southern Cucuj if, therefore, the back 
mean literally the farther side of the ridge 
of mountains, which forms the western 
boundary to that El Ouah, the ruins and 
palms here spoken of must belong to this. 
Jacutus mentions three Wahs running pa- 
rallel to one another. As we were positive- 
ly told that there is none beyond this to the 
west. Major Rennell is probably right in con- 
sidering the Sanmaria, which Jacutus places 
in his farthest^ as Santariah or Siwah ^ but if 
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SO this geographer stra^ngely c<mfouiids the 
po9itioim of the others. We calculated that 
this Oasis lies between 26'' and 26' 00' north 
latitude, and e:^tends from 2T ^' to ?8* 
24t east longitude. 

I mentioned a)>ove my intention of re- 
turning to the consideration of Caral)yses*s 
expedition, and the site of the city Oasis. 
Herodotus relates as follows * : " The troop, 
who were sent against the Ammonians, 
leaving Thebes, followed their guides, and 
appiear to have reached the city O^sis^ 
which those Samians t, who are said to be 
of the jlEschrionian tribe, inhabit,^ distant 
from Thebes seven days' journey across the 
sand; which region is called in Greek 
Muxdgm ¥^(rc$ (Islands of the Blessed). The 
army is reported to have arrived thus far, 
but what became of it afterwards noboiiy 

* Herod. Thalia, p. 205, Wesseling. Folio^ Amst. 
1763. 

f Who these Samians were I do not pretend to de- 
tenniae. Valkaaer and other commentators have writ^ 
ten i^pon thU p^ttsage, bu^ npthipg fi^^i«^ctOQr* 
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knows except tjbe Ammoiiiaiis, and thoM 
who have heard from th^n : for the PcTf 
msLUS neither readied the Amxnonians or 
return^ back. These peopie^ however, to* 
iate, that when the Persians had advaDeed 
half-way between the city Oaais mid them, 
dm'ing supper a violent south wind came 
OR, and overwhdmed them iu the sand, and 
that Itey thus disappeared." 

The author of the Universal History says 
there were two cities of this name *, ^^ not 
prc^rly in Egypt, but on the borders of 
libya." I do not know his authority for 
tins araertioii, but it is l^ so means improba* 
bie that the capital towns in both the Oases^ 
Magna and Parva^ had the same s^peiku 
tion. At all events it seems evident, that 
that Herodotus mentions was the chief city 
of the Oasis Magna, and was situated near 
the temple of El Carg6, as part of the in- 
scriptions given above, in addition to the 
splendour of the ruins, will go far to prove. 

* Universal History> vol. i. p* 17*. Fol, 
k2 
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<* Cnaeus Valerius Capito, to Fosidoniui^ 
commander of the Oasis. The city being 

I require you therefore to 

affix them (the decrees) separately in the 
chief city of the nome, in clear and legible 
characters engraven on, a column ; and let 
this be done speedily/' Here then are the 
decrees engraved on one of the entrances 
to the temple, therefore it is fair to pre- 
sume that this was the chief city of the 
nome. Pliny, Lib. 5. cap. 4. speaks of ^^ Ibi 
Civitaa Ocensis ;'* and Michaelis quotes 
Gellarius, and D'Anville the Notitia Im- 
perii, to show there was a Roman station 
called Ibi or Hibe in the Oasis attached to 
the Thebaid. In addition to. this, Evagrias* 

♦ Evagrius Hist. Eccles. Lib. 1. Cap. 7. 
Evagrius Scolasticus, an historian of eminence^ 
was bom at' Epiphania, A.D.5S6. He wrote an 
Ecclesmstical History, which begins where Socrates 
and Theodoret leave off, for which he was reward- 
ed by the Emperor Tiberius and Maurice. A good 
edition in folio was published by M. de Valois at 
Paris, and reppblished, with additional notes, by Wil- 
liam Reading at Cambridge 1620. 
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in giving the words of NestoriUs's letter : 
" By the edict of the emperor I was sent 
to Oasis, which is known likewise by the 
name of Ibis ;" ascertains that as these two 
places were the same, the city Oasis must 
have been near the Thebaid, We may far- 
ther remark that seven days is by no means 
too long a time, as Michaelis imagines, for 
an army encumbered as the Persian, was to 
occupyj^on its march from Thebes to El 
Carge, and that the situation of this latta*. 
place would not lie out of the way between 
Thebes and the countryof the Ammonians. 
There can hardly be a doubt, therefore, as 
to the locality of the city Oasis. 

Herodotus tells us, that the inhabitants 
of this district were Samians, and the Am- 
monians* a mixture of Egyptians and Ethio- 
pians, but a curious passage from Josephust, 

* Edrissi and Ibn el Vardi both assert that San- 
tariah (Siwah) is inhabited by Berbers mixed with 
Arabs. 

f Josephus contra Apionem. Lib, 2. — Keclytynv 
luyoi cy *'Oec0'i rn^ AlyvVrot/y vfdtruv Alyvvriuy, ff^urof ut^ 
Mi Hvoii Tie, WhistOB 
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shows that in his time the papulation of 
these remote tracts was considered as pure 
Egyptian. In attacking Apion he accuses 
him of wishing to be considered a Greeks 
when he is an Egyptian^ and says ^^He 
belies himself, and that too^ being bom in 
the Oasis of Egypt whence he is^ as one 
would say, the first of all Egyptians.*' 
Under the Empire the whole of this region 
was attached to the great central province 
of Egypty the seven nomes ; and in after- 
times when Christianity was established it 
was still of some consequence ; for Vansleb 
informs us that he copied from a Copt 
manuscript, a list of ninety eight * Bishqji- 

Whiston gives these words a different interpretation, 
but I have translated them literallj, and certainly un» 
derstand from them» that a native of the Oasis vqb 
most especiaUy and genuinely an Egyptian. Mkhaelis^ 
too, considers this the meaning of the passage. 

* The jurisdiction of the Patriarch of Alexandria 
extended itself at a very early period over £gypt> 
Libya, Pentapolis, and Nubia ; and Abyssinia was added 
to it by the labours of Fr^HEnentius, who was consecrated 
Metropolitan Bishop of Axuma by St. Athaoasius A.D. 
^5^, When the Alexandrian Church embraced the 
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ricks into which Egypt was divided at the 
time of its schism with the Catholic 

MoDotb^lite Heresy, its example seems to have been fol- 
lowed not very Ions afler by its different provinces, 
for prior to tbe Mohammedan invasion we hear, that 
besides the ninety eighty or according to other accounts 
tbe eighty Bishopricks of Egypt, there were seventeen 
in Nubia, and five in the Pentapolis and Libya, besides 
the Metropolitan Abuna, and the whole Empire of 
Abyssinia, subject to the Jacobite Patriarch. 

Christianity was first obliterated in Barbary where 
its followers did not very long resist the power of tbe 
conquerors. It is likewise quite extinguished in 
Nubia, though Vansleb tells us that when he travelled in 
that country A. D. 1673, the Churches preserved a 
degree of freshness which seemed to indicate that their 
desertion had occurred at no very distant period; 
Borckhardt and other modern travellers attest the fre- 
quency of them. This event may not improbably have 
finally occurred at the conquest of the country by 
Sultan Selim the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
though the decay was progressive. 

In Abyssinia the Christian Religion still prevails^ 
though it is said to be at a very low ebb, partly from the 
incessant wars in which that empire is engaged with its 
Pagan neighbours, and in a great measure, from the 
ill-directed zeal of the Jesuits in their endeavours to 
establish Catholicism in opposition to the dominant 
religion, which distracted the country for more than 
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Church) the two last of which were Vah 
(El Ouah) and Vahipsai. 

two centuries. The first introduction of ttiis order 
into Abyssinia^ was occasioned by an invitatioil of ttie 
Emperor David to John III. King of Portugal to aend 
faim troops to reduce some rebel provinces^ and mis- 
sionaries to instruct him in the Orthodox faith. At the 
command of the Pope Julius III. Ignatius Loyola who 
had now firmly established his order of Jesuits de- 
puted John Niinez, with the title of Patriarchy and 
Andrea Ovidio and Melchior Camero his coadjutors 
A. D. 1550, to accomplish this arduous enterprise. 
The '' Lettres Edifiantes" contain an interesting ac- 
count of the characteristic perseverance, and various 
success with which these and subsequent missionaries 
followed up their undertaking ; and though they un^ 
derwent a perpetual state of persecution and their lives 
were not unfrequently sacrificed ; a constant succession 
was never wanting to prosecute this object until the 
suppression of the order. In Eg3rpt, besides a con- 
siderable number of the Greek Church who have 
likewise their Patriarch, though they are principally 
strangers by extraction, about twenty thousand Copt 
families still survive, notwithstanding the oppression 
and tyranny under which they have constantly laboured. 
Their number is however diminishing, though there 
are but few converted to Mohammedanism, and the 
seventeen Bishopricks Vansleb found, are now reduced 
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History has preserved to us but few re- 
cords of the Oases; and these almost 
entirely relate to them as places of banish- 
ment* Whether they were thus applied 
when Egypt was governed by its native 
Djmasties or the Greeks does not appear ; 
but the Roman Emperors found them con- 
veniently situated as receptacles for state 
delinquents, and as Ulpian* informs us^ 
established them by law for the purpose. 
In the Digests L. 48. Tit 22. reference is 
made to this practice ; but it would seem^ 

to ten. Besides this author's History of the Alexan- 
drian Church, there is an interesting account of its 
rites and ceremonies, in the ^' Lettres Edifiantes, 
Mission de* TEgypte :" and the Abh6 Renaudot pub- 
lished a valuable History of the Jacobite Patriarchs of 
Alexandria to the end of the thirteenth century at 
Paris 1713. 

. * Ulpian was tutor and minister to the Emperor 
Alexander Severus. He was a zealous persecutor of 
the Christians, and very celebrated as a lawyer and 
legislator. Being anxious to introduce reform among 
the Prstorian Guards, he was murdered by them A. D* 
226. Fragments only of his works on jurisprudence 
remain. 
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thkU prdperly speakiiag, they were only 
td be employed for ft temporary confine-: 
meflt* of six months or a year, ^lad not 
perpetual banishnnient, though this was not 
t&ry strictly attended to. 

The first celebrated person who under*' 
went this exile was the Poet Juvenal. His 
bdogJCapby is obscure, nor do all writers 
agl'e6 upon ity but we may gather, that- 
having oflended thfe Emperor Do^itiao by 
&e fieedom of his satire, or by abuse 
cf li^ fiitdrite the conoiedian: Paris, h€^ was 
sent first .with an honourable command to 
Pientapolis in the Thebaid, but afterwards 
in disgrace to the Oasis. He returned, 
however, to Rome on the death of that 
Emperor A» D. 96. and lived till about 128. 

Timasius an eminent General was banish* 
ed heare by the Emperor Arcadiu9, through 
the intrigues of his favorite Eiitropius 
A. D. 396 ; but it was during the religious 
dissentions occasioned by the Arian con^ 

* Relegatio is the word used, and never exilium- 
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tfoversy, that this mode of punishment was 
principally resorted to by the stronger 
party to^rards the weaker. Letters of Atha- 
nasiusf are still ejttant addressed to his dis- 
ciples who were undergoing this grievouST 
durance^ and indeed it has been asserted^ 
though without sufficient authority, that thii^ 
illustrious champion of Orthodo^^y ended 
his days in exile at the insulated territory 
of the Ammonians. 

But among the eminent victims who were 
doomed to expiate their religious errorife' in 
these desolate tracts none deserves mention 
more than the celebrated Heresiarch Nes-» 
tonus. Four years after his Oondemnatioti 
by the council of Ephesus, he was banished 
first to Petra in Arabia^ and afterwards to the 
city Oatk^ •« called also Ibis/' by the youngs 
er Theodcwius, A. D. 435. * Evagrius has^ 
preserved two of his letters to the IVefeCt 
of the Thebald : in one her mentions hiit^ 
sentence, afnd in the other he relates bis ^apu 
tore by the Blemitoyes, and subsequent res^ 
♦ Evagriiw, Hist. Eel. Lib. 1. Cap. 5. 
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toration by them. " After the Oasis was, 
as I mentioned above, taken by the barba- 
rians (Blemmyes), and completely laid waste 
and devastated by fire, they who, for what 
cause I know not, carried me off, suddenly 
took compassion and dismissed me, adding 
threats, however, if I did not instantly leave 
the country, for they said the Mazici were 
to take possession as^ soon as we left it/* 
After 16 years spent in persecution and mi- 
sery in various parts of Egypt, he die4 at 
Panopolis. 

I cannot quit this subject without mepa- 
tioning a few circumstances relating to the 
Blemmyes. Strabo* describes them as sub- 
ject to the Ethiopians, and inhabiting both 
sides of the Nile, on the borders of Egypt, 
to which country, being anomade race, they 
became very troublesome neighbours. They 
first came into notice by assisting Firmus 
in his unsuccessful revolt against Aurelian, 
A. D. 273 ; but as they extended their in-, 
roads, and got possession of Coptos and 
* Strabo, Xylandri. L. 17- p. 786, 
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Thebes, the emperor Probus, four years af- 
terwards, completely conquered and drove 
them out of the country. They were still 
however, unsubdued, and are mentioned as 
a formidable race in the reign of Diocletian, 
about 287, when that emperor made a de- 
fensive treaty with the Nubians against 
them, and erected a temple in the island of 
Philoe, to celebrate this connexion. The 
♦last mention we have of them in history, is 
their sending ambassadors to Constantine 
A. D. 320, acknowledging his sovereignty, 
and claiming his friendship and protection. 
Pliny t asserts a curious peculiarity of this 
people, namely, that they had no heads, 
their mouths and eyes being fixed in their 
breasts : but the author of the Universal 
History!, gravely considers this as undoubt- 
edly fabulous, and probably proceeding from 

-* In Niebuhr^s Nubian Inscriptions, mention is 
nifide of the conquest of the Blemmyes by Silco^ rider 
of theNoubs, . . 

t Plin. Hist. Nat. Lib, 5. Cap. 8. 

t Unmrsal Hist. vol. Ti. p. 201. Folio Edit. 
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the shortness of their necks. Vopiscus, in 
his Augustan History, however, gives testi* 
monj to the extraordinary appearance some 
Blemmyan captives made whom Probus 
brought to Rome to decorate his triumph* 
Though our examination of the Great 
Oasis had been but partial, and we were in* 
formed by the natives of some further anti- 
quities ; the conviction that we were fore- 
stalled as discoverers, together with the de- 
sire we felt of allowing ample time for the 
numerous objects of curiosity on the banks 
of the Nile, none of which we had yet seen, 
aided perhaps in some degree by the '* des- 
agr^mens'^ of desert travelling, induced us 
after some deliberation, to resolve upon re* 
turning at once to Egypt. Accordingly, 
Feb. 27th, we quitted El Carge at seven 
o^clock, and at one arrived at a well, where 
we filled the skins, and rested half an hour. 
Close by are the ruins of a Roman fortress, 
consisting of a large enclosure of unbumt 
brick tolerably perfect, with considerable 
vestiges of tiles and pottejy : probably we 
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of the three meptipned hy Leo Afric?mJU8| 
vide page I20t In the afternoon leavii^ th^ 
pj^in we ascended the range of mountain 
which forms the eastern barrier to the val- 
ley of the El Ouahat, and pitched oyr tent« 
at six o'clock. 

The two fi?llowing days we continue4 
travelling uninterruptedly about 12 hpurip 
each day, over uneven ridges in nearly 9, 
due east direction. On the third, M^rch 
^, we started at seven, apd, after winding 
gradually down into a defile between twp 
precipitous rocks, to our great joy, about 
ten c^ime unexpectedly in sight of the Nil§. 
Jn twp hours we were fairly in the valley pf 
Egypt, and after stopping a short time *t 
tlie first village to refresh our horses, turned 
rather towards the south, and before fiv^ 
reached Farshout, about three milea ftom 
the river j a place of some importance, being 
gpv^rned by ^, Turkish Katchjief, and weii- 
tioned by Abd- Allatif in his Censijs. 

March 3d. As our Bedouins by agree- 
ment left us here, we were detained till 
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twelve in getting asses and fresh camels. 
On quitting Farshout, we continued for 
some time in the richly luxuriant plain; 
but on arriving at a village on the borders 
of the desert, halted till sun-set* At seven 
o'clock we once more entered an arm of it, 
by a gradual ascent, to save us an immense 
detour ; and finding by 10 o'clock no soil 
to hold the strings of our tents, we slept 
that night in the open air. 

March 4th. By the middle of the day we 
again descended into the cultivated country, 
and at sun-set took up our lodging at a small 
village. A march of about five hours the 
following 'day brought us to our pomt of 
destination at Esneh, where we rejoined 
our boat, which had arrived twelve days 
before. 

Our expedition had occupied twenty-fonr 
days from the ninth of February to the 
fifth of March, during which we reckoned 
we had travelled near six hundred miles* 
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Since "viriitiiig the above pages I have had 
tn opportunity of seeing a copy of a splen^ 
did workt entitled^ ^< Voyage a POasis de 
O^ebea et dans les deserts situ^s a TOri^it 
et a lX)ccident de la Thebaide i" edited by 
JML Jomard member of the French Instil 
tiite^ and published lately at Paris. It con«- 
ststs of three parts. The first relates to tra- 
jvdis and discoveries made to the east of Hie 
Nile^ by M. Cailliaud* The seoood is an 
aooount of a journey to the Great Oasis of 
Tbebes^ by the same author ; and the third 
iisi the narrative of an expeditiony by M« 
I>rovetti, to the more western^ known to 
kiln by the name of the valley of £1 Dakel« 
UfMi the two latter I ishall make a few 
r^emarks^ 

M. Cailliaud left the Nile at Esneh, in 
June 1818| and, proceeding westward^ 
Mached the Thebaic Oasis at the village of 
Higageh. To the south of this place he 
fbund the temple of Douch el Qalah ; and 
to the north another, in the vicinity of B4- 
lac; but his principal discovery was the 
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inagaifiGent edifice near £1 Garg6, <^ wbich 
he has given an ample descriptioBi yrUh 
drawings and plans. His representations df 
the temple are beautifully engraved^ amd 
very tolerably faithful, though they do no# 
do justice to the richness of the surround- 
ing scenery ; biit th^t of the sepulchres by 
no nieans gives a correct idea of tl^miji 
There is no material difference between his 
measurements of the temple and ours ; bui 
there is some discrepancy in our plaiffi, fory 
in the third chamber he places ibur lai:g# 
columns^ whereas, we have marked eight 
smaller ones ; and he very minutely tr^^ces 
out the divisions of the side apartoijentfif 
which we were unable to do from their 
ruined state, and the sand with which they 
were filled. M* Cailliaud expresses ^eat 
surprize that so many travellers, and ecfite* 
cially Browne, should have overlooked the 
splendid ruins he discovered j but it is ra«5 
ther curious that he himself, though pro» 
fessedly in search of antiquities, should have 
passed by the Temples of Cazar el Goetta, 
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and Gazar el Zian. Such omissions may, how^ 
Bver, easily be accounted for, for until the 
ignorant natives are in some degree accus- 
tomed to . strangers, a traveller, unless he 
knows what to look for, finds frequent diffir- 
x^ulty in making them understand, or in 
persuading them to conduct him to the 
diffbre^nt objects of curiosity. 

M, Drovetti left Egypt at Siout, and pro- 
ceeded to El Carg6 by the regular caravan 
road; discovered there the two temples men- 
tkmed above, omitted by M. Cailliaud, and 
then followed the same route by which we 
returned, by En Amour to Bellata. I can- 
not, however, but observe, that though he 
professes to have made this journey the lat- 
ter end of the year 1818, it was in fact in 
the month of February 1819 : and whereas 
he announces himself* as the first European 
who had reached the farther Oasis, or Valley 
of Dakel, in modern times ; it escaped his 
memory that on the 21st of February, about 
three or four in the afternoon, he, on his 

* Voyage a TOasis, &c. p. 53. 
l2 
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way to BellatHy about half a clay's jouniey 
from it, met, and had some coava^satioii 
with us, who were on our return. On his 
way back to the Nile, he followed the same 
course as we had taken in setting out. 

The time occupied by M. Cailliaud bd^ 
tween Farshout and El Carg6, and by M. 
Drovetti between the latter place and Bel- 
lata agrees very nearly with our calcula- 
tions ; but there is a material difference bet 
tween the situation of these towns in the 
map drawn by M. Jomard, to illustrate the 
narratives of these travellers, and in that 
we have attempted to lay down. One of 
the chief causes of this is, that the French 
geographer has taken a much less average 
than we for an hour's march. The rate of 
two English miles and three quarters for 
the longer journey, and three miles for the 
shorter in direct distance, is, I am fully 
aware, more than is usually allowed $ but 
it must be taken into account that our 
camels being few in number, and but light- 
ly laden, travelled considerably faster than 
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when heavily burdened, and encumbered 
by a numerous caravan; and that in a 
journey from one point to another across 
the desert, the deviations from the straight 
line c9.nnot be great The best reason, 
however, for adopting this scale is, that by 
it we are enabled to make our calculations 
of the sites of the main points agree with 
one another, which would not otherwise be 
the case ; and for the same cause we have 
placed Bellata only seven minutes to the 
north, whereas M. Drovetti makes it due 
north-west of El Carg6*. The difference 
then amounts to this. 

£1 Cargi, according to Browne 29^ 1' £• Long. 

26« 25' N* Lat. 
According to M. Jomard 30<* 31' E. Long«. 
26« 12' N. Lat. 
According to us 30* 10' £. Long. 
26® I'N.Lat. 
Bellata according to M. Jomard 29^ 28' E. Long. 

26' 48' N. Lat 
According to us 28® 25' E. Long. 
26« 8' N. Lat. 
* M. Drovetti, page 104, admits the difficulty of 
correctly estimating the camel's pace ; in point of fact, 
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But the Valley of Dakel affords a still 
wider lield for contention, since the French 
mafi arrd burs have a difference of not less 
jthan a quarter of the compass, in the rela- 
jttye positions of the placed in this Oasis. 
M. Jomard indeed confesses, that in this 
part of his subject he is working in the 
jdark, for he says:* " M. le Chevalier 
Provetti a qui j*ai ^obligation de Pitineraire 
du vallon d' el Dakel n'ayant fourni que 
des distances approximatives, et peu de di- 
rections je ne donne cette partie que comme 
conjecturale." Perhaps under these cir- 
cumstances it would have been better not 
to have ventured upon a map at all, though 
M. Jomard could not foresee the extent to 
which he would be led astray. 

M. Drovetti in commencing his tour of 
this Oasis, as we did from Bellata, gives 

any calculations made from it must be but vague, and 
nothing can be attempted but to give a very general 
idea of sites and positions. Of course we do not pre- 
' tend to vouch for the accuracy of any one of ours. 
* Voyage a I'Oasis, &c. pi IS. 
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the distances and respective sites of some 
of the villages, but omits that of others } the 
consequence is, his geographer having nei- 
ther charts or bearings to assist him, is con- 
fused, and, 1 know not why, makes this vili 
ley of Dakel extend north and south in- 
stead of east and west. 

That M. Drovetti should have made this 
mistake on the spot is scarcely possible^ 
and a passage in his journal will prove that 
one at least of the main points in M. Jo- 
mard's map is placed in a wrong direction* 
" Du Qasr faisant route au Nord, on peut 
en moins de quatre jours aller a POasis de 
Farafre d'ou Ton passe a la petite Oasis.*' 
Now as Qasr or El Cazar is marked in his majp 
at the southern extremity, it would be absurd 
to make this calculation from thence j but 
we have placed it to the north-west, which 
would be the natural point to reckon from : 
if too the valley runs to the south instead 
of to the west of Bellata, why does the 
route from the Thebaic Oasis join it at the 

* Voyage a TOai^s, &c. p. ICH* 
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smat ttortiierny and consequeiitly most dis- 
tant point instead of the more southern and 
nearer ? 

M. Drovetti mentions all the places we 
have marked in our map^^ but as differently 
situated with xespect to one another. Our 
positions were taken with a compass ^om 
an eminence, but as many of these places 
were at a distance we may not improbably 
have been mistaken, and our guides may 
have called one by a name which belonged 
to another. Whether this is the case or not 
I must leave to future traveUers to decide, 
and I heartily hope that the present favour^ 
able opportuni^ of visiting Egypt, will not 
be allowed to pass by without the gec^aphy 
of tids interesting district being correctly 
iacertained. 

THE END. 
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